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55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

IS contained in the international application in written form. 

ES filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form . 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
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□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
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□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-29 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-29 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-29 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
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ITEM I: 

The amendments to the the description and the claims fulfill the requirements of 
Article 34 (2)(b) PCT. 



ITEM V: 

Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : US-A-5 451 503 (HOGAN J. J. et al.), 19 September 1995. 



1 . NOVELTY 

The present application meets the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT, because 
none of the available prior art documents discloses a method of detecting a target 
molecule having the same combinations of features as those claimed in the 
present application. 

2. INVENTIVE STEP 

The present application also appears to meet the requirements of Article 33(3) 
PCT for the following reasons: 

2.1 Document D1 , which is considered to represent the closest prior art, discloses 
(see Example 14 and Figure 18) a method for detecting a target molecule, 
comprising steps (i) and (ii)(b), of claim 1 of the present application. Compared to 
D1 , the subject-matter of claim 1 differs by the use of a 3-part amplification 
template (step (ii)(a)), by the removal of the 5' terminus of the amplification 
template (step (ii)(c)) and by the extension of the 3 1 terminus of the locator probe 
(step (ii)(d)). The effect of said differences is that the amplification moiety of the 
locator probe is significantly amplified, thereby drastically increasing the number 
of binding sites for detection probes (see Figure 3(k)). D1 achieves the same 
effect (amplification of the detection sequence of strand 1 , see Figure 1 8) in a 
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different way. Therefore, the technical problem to be solved by claim 1 may be 
regarded as how to provide an alternative method for detecting a target molecule. 

Since the available prior art does not appear to provide any indication to modify 
the method of D1 by using a 3-part amplification template (resulting in significant 
extension of the 3' terminus of the locator probe), the subject-matter of present 
claim 1 is considered inventive in the sense of Article 33(3) PCT. 

2.2 Similarly, the subject-matter of claim 3 also appears to involve an inventive step 
(Article 33(3) PCT), because the available prior art does not suggest the use of a 
second 3-part amplification template (the additional difference of claim 3 
compared to D1 ). Therefore, it would not be obvious to the skilled person to 
modify the method of D1 by including two 3-part amplification templates, thereby 
resulting in the subject-matter of present claim 3. 

2.3 The subject-matter of claims 5 and 11 is considered inventive for analogous 
reasons, because the methods of these claims also involve the 3* extension of the 
locator probe by using amplification templates. 

2.4 For analogous reasons as outlined in items 2.2 and 2.3 above, the subject-matter 
of claim 12 also appears to involve an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

2.5 Claims 2, 4, 6-10, and 13-29 are dependent on claims 1 , 3, 5, 1 1 and/or 12 and 
as such also meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to inventive step 
(Article 33(3) PCT). 



3. INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

The subject-matter of claims 1-29 appears to be industrially applicable in the 
sense of Article 33(4) PCT. 
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adhere* In addition, the many hybridisation steps involved in the assembly process 
render the system susceptible to the production of non-specific background signal. 

Other target detection systems known in the art include US 545 1 503, WO 98/02580. WO 
97/42346 and US 5681697. 

The current invention outlines a method for the amplification of a nucleic acid based 
signal. It involves the generation of a repeating structure containing multiple copies of 
a detectable sequence, and is produced through the concerted action of a polymerase 
(which extends the repeating structure) and a separating agent (which uncovers 
hybridisation sites to allow assembly of sequence repeats). The method of the invention 
offers the following advantages over methods existing in the art: 

1 . It uses a small number of inexpensive components and so avoids the high 
cost per assay problems associated with other signal amplification systems such as 
bDNA. 

2. It uses a signal amplification rather than a target amplification approach and 
thus it overcomes contamination problems associated with many current methodologies 
such as PCR. 

3 . It is an enzymatically catalyzed process that actively assembles the signal 
generating structure rather than relying on the passive hybridisation-based approaches 
of non-enzymatic methods such as bDNA. 

4. It has the ability to address RNA and BNA targets with equal efficiency 
without pre-treatments, unlike for example PCR which requires an initial reverse 
transcription step before RNA targets can be amplified. 
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5. As the process is used in conjunction with a solid phase immobilized target 

it has the potential to be integrated into 'cutting edge* solid phase devices such as 
Biochips. 
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As can be seen from Figure la, Locator probe 10 comprises binding nucleic acid moiety 
1 1 joined by a 5-5' linkage to amplification moiety 12. Binding nucleic acid moiety 1 1 
hybridises target nucleic acid sequence 21 of target molecule 20, Figure lb shows 
Locator probe 30 comprising binding moiety 31 which is rendered resistant to 
exonuclease activity by the use of 2'-0-methyl-RNA residues in its synthesis, is joined 
by a 5 f -3 r linkage to amplification moiety 32. Binding nucleic acid moiety 3 1 hybridises 
target nucleic acid sequence 21 of target molecule 20. 

Figure 2 shows primary amplification template 40 comprising arranged in a S'S* 
direction extension region 41, exonuclease-resistant hybridisation region 42 and 
amplification moiety 43 . 

In the method of the first embodiment of the present invention (Figure 3), hybridisation 
region 42 of amplification template 40 hybridises to amplification moiety 32 of Locator 
probe 30 (Figure 3a). DNA polymerase activity then causes the extension of 
amplification moiety 32, using extension region 40 as a template strand (Figure 3b). A 
5 r double-strand specific exonuclease (not shown) then digests the 5' terminus of the 
hybridised extension region 41. Exonuclease activity is halted when the enzyme 
encounters exonuclease resistant hybridisation region 42 (Figure 3c). Additional 
amplification template 40 is then able to hybridise to extended nucleic acid signal 
sequence 32 (Figure 3d) and the process of extension and exonuclease digestion proceed 
again to give the arrangement of Figure 3e* 

Having washed the reaction mixture to remove unhybridized amplification template 40, 
the process is then repeated using secondary amplification template 50 comprising 
extension region 51, hybridisation region 52 and amplification moiety 53 (Figure 3f). 
Hybridisation region 52 is complementary to amplification moiety 43. The steps of 
extension of amplification moiety 43, digestion of extension region 51 and hybridisation 
of additional amplification template 50 then proceed as above, to create the Secondary 
Structure. This incorporates large numbers of amplification moiety 53 which are 
available for hybridisation (Figures 3g-3j). 
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substitutions such that its incorporation renders the newly synthesised strand resistant to 
restriction endonuclease activity. 

Restriction endonuclease activity then nicks extension region 121. In an isothermal assay 
format the resultant fragments is designed so as to dissociate at the operating temperature 
used. In a thermocycled format the temperature is elevated to allow dissociation of the 
fragments without concomitant dissociation of uncleaved sequences. Additional 
amplification template 120 is then able to hybridise to extended amplification moiety 142 
and the reaction able to proceed to assemble the Primary Structure. Detection or 
Secondary Structure assembly is subsequently carried out by repetition of the same basic 
processes as described above. 

Example 4 

In the fourth embodiment of the present invention (Figure 9), target nucleic acid 
sequence 21 of target molecule 20 is hybridised by Binding moiety 151 (which has 
nucleotide modifications to render it resistant to 5 1 double stranded exonuclease activity 
when required) of Locator probe 150 (Figure 9a). Amplification moiety 152 is linked to 
binding nucleic acid sequence 1 5 1 by extension blocker 1 53 (a 3* propanol addition) such 
that it has an exposed 3*-OH group. When amplification moiety 152 is acting as the 
template strand for the synthesis of a complementary strand, the extension blocker 
prevents the progress of any DNA polymerase beyond the end of the amplification 
moiety, thereby preventing the displacement of binding moiety 151 from target nucleic 
acid sequence 2 1 . Once unbound Locator probe has been removed, binding moiety 1 5 1 
is optionally cross-linked to target sequence 21 prior to Primary Structure assembly. 

In use, hybridisation region 161 of amplification template 160 hybridises to amplification 
moiety 152 (Figure 9b). Hybridisation region 161 has an exposed 3-OH group, as does 
amplification moiety 152. Extension region 162 then acts as a template strand for the 
extension of amplification moiety 152, which in turn acts as a template strand for the 
extension of hybridisation region 161 as far as extension 
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blocker 153 (Figure 9c). 5' double strand exonuclease activity can then digest extended 
amplification template 160 as shown in this example, leaving free extended amplification 
moiety 152 (Figure 9d). Alternatively the amplification templates can be completely 
removed through the use of elevated temperature. Additionally the amplification 
templates can be designed so as to contain modified and unmodified restriction sites that 
allow endonuclease cleavage to remove the extension region of the amplification 
template only. 

Additional amplification template 160 is then able to hybridise to extended amplification 
moiety 152 (Figure 9e) and extension region 162 again able to act as template strand for 
the synthesis of a complementary strand, extending further amplification moiety 152. 
Similarly, amplification moiety 152 is able act as template strand for the extension of 
hybridisation region 161 (Figure 9f). Removal of part or all of the extended amplification 
template 160 is then achieved through 5* exonuclease activity (as in this example), or by 
elevated temperature, or by a restriction endonuclease (Figure 9g, 9h). 

Once amplification moiety 152 has been sufficiently extended, it can be detected by 
hybridisation of Detection probes complementary to the repeats within the extended 
strand. Alternatively, secondary amplification templates, comprised in the 5-3' direction 
of hybridisation region 161, extension blocker 153, and amplification moiety 173 are 
hybridised to extended amplification moiety 152 (Figures 9i, 9j). The hybridisation 
region can, if required, incorporate modified nucleotides (as in this example) to render 
it resistant to 5* double stranded exonuclease activity. 

Amplification moiety 173 is then used as the target for an additional round of signal 
amplification performed as before using amplification template 180 comprised in the 
y-y direction of hybridisation region 181 and extension region 182 (Figures 9j-9p). A 
final signal detection step is then performed (Figure 9q) which detects the extension 
region 181 of amplification template 180. 
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CLAIMS 



I . A method of detecting a target molecule (20), comprising the steps of: 

i) contacting a sample with a locator probe (10,30) comprising a 
binding moiety (1 1,3 1) specific for said target molecule (20) and an amplification nucleic 
acid sequence (12,32) to produce a target molecule-locator probe complex; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating 
said sample and locator probe (10,30) with: 

a) a single stranded amplification template (40,50) comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5' to 3 r direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence (41,51); 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence (42) 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence (12,32,52) of the previous 
amplification step or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step 
and having substantially the same sequence as said extension nucleic acid sequence 
(41,51); and 

c) an amplification moiety (43,53), being limited 
in all but the final repeat to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence. 

b) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3 r terminus of 
the amplification nucleic acid sequence (12,32,53)of the previous amplification step or, 
where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a 
complementary strand to said extension nucleic acid sequence (41,51) of said 
amplification template (40,50); 

c) a separating agent capable of removing sufficient of said 
extension nucleic acid sequence (41,51) of said amplification template (40,50) when 
hybridised to said complementary strand to allow subsequent hybridisation of said 
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hybridisation nucleic acid sequence (42,52) of said amplification template (40,50) to 
said complementary strand; and 

d) the reagents and conditions necessary to effect the action of 
said polymerising agent and separating agent to allow the extension of the 3' terminus of 
the amplification nucleic acid sequence (12,32,53) of the previous amplification step or, 
where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step by the synthesis of 
a plurality of sequences complementary to said extension nucleic acid sequence (41,51) 
of said amplification template (40,50); 

iii) detecting any bound amplification template (40,50) from the 
amplification step or steps; and 

iv) correlating the results of detection step (iii) with the presence of said 
target molecule (20). 

2. A method for detecting target molecule according to claim 1, the removal 
of said extension nucleic acid sequence (41,51) being achieved by the use of a 5' double 
stranded exonuclease against whose activity the hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
(42,52) is protected. 

3. A method for detecting a target molecule (20) comprising the steps of: 

i) contacting a sample with a locator probe (110) comprising a binding 
moiety (111) specific for said target molecule (20) and an amplification nucleic acid 
sequence (112) to produce a target molecule-locator probe complex; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating 
said sample and locator probe (110) with: 

a) a single stranded first amplification template (70,90) 

comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5* to 3' direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence (7 1 ,9 1 ); 
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b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence (72,92) 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence (93,103,1 12) of the previous 
amplification step or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step 
and having a substantially different sequence to said extension nucleic acid sequence 
(71,91); and 

c) an amplification moiety (73,93), being limited 
in all but the final repeat to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence. 

b) a single stranded second amplification template (80,100) 

comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5' to 3 1 direction* 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence (81,101) 
comprising said hybridisation nucleic acid sequence (72,92) of said first amplification 
template (70,90); 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence (82, 1 02) 
comprising the extension nucleic acid sequence (71,91) of said first amplification 
template (70,90); and 

c) an amplification moiety (83,103), being limited 
in all but the final amplification step to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

c) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3' terminus of 
the amplification nucleic acid sequence (93,103,1 12) of the previous amplification step 
or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising 
a complementary strand to said extension nucleic acid sequence (71,81,91,101) of said 
first and second amplification templates (70,80,90, 1 00); 

d) a separating agent capable of removing sufficient of said 
extension nucleic acid sequence (71,81,91,101) of said first and second amplification 
templates (70,80,90,100) when hybridised to said complementary strand to allow 
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subsequent hybridisation of said hybridisation nucleic acid sequence (72,82,92,102) of 
said first and second amplification templates (70,80,90,100) to said complementary 
strand; and 

e) the reagents and conditions necessary to effect the action of 
said polymerising agent and separating agent to allow the extension of the 3* terminus of 
the amplification nucleic acid sequence (93,103,1 12) of the previous amplification step 
or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step by the synthesis 
of a plurality of sequences complementary to said extension nucleic acid sequences 
(71,81,91,101) of said first and second amplification templates (70,80,90,100); 

iii) detecting any bound first and/or second amplification template 
(70,80,90,100) from the amplification step or steps; and 

iv) correlating the results of detection step (iii) with the presence of said 
target molecule (20)* 

4, A method of detecting a target molecule (20) according to claim 3, the 
removal of said extension nucleic acid sequence (71,81,91,101) of said first and second 
amplification templates (70,80,90,100) being achieved by the use of a 5 f double-stranded 
exonuclease against whose activity said hybridisation nucleic acid sequence (72,92) of 
said first amplification template (70,90) and said hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
(82,102) of said second amplification template (80,100) are protected. 

5. A method for detecting a target molecule (20) comprising the steps of: 

i) contacting a sample with a locator probe (140) comprising a binding 
moiety (141) specific for said target molecule (20) and an amplification nucleic acid 
sequence (142) to produce a target molecule-locator probe complex, said amplification 
nucleic acid sequence (142) having one or more restriction sites for a restriction 
endonuclease when hybridised to a complementary strand; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating 
said sample and locator probe (140) with: 
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a) a single stranded amplification template (120) comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5' to 3' direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence (121); 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence (122) 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence (123,142) of the previous 
amplification step or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step 
and having substantially the same sequence as said extension nucleic acid sequence 
(121); and 

c) an amplification moiety (123), being limited in 
all but the final amplification step to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3 f terminus of 
the amplification nucleic acid sequence (123,142) of the previous amplification step or, 
where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a 
complementary strand to said extension nucleic acid sequence (121) of said amplification 
template (120); 

c) said restriction endonuclease; and 

d) the reagents and conditions necessary to: 

i) effect the action of said polymerising agent and 
separating agent to allow the extension of the 3* terminus of the amplification nucleic 
acid sequence (123,142) of the previous amplification step or, where there is no previous 
amplification step, of the preceding step by the synthesis of a plurality of sequences 
complementary to said extension nucleic acid sequence (121) of said amplification 
template (120); and 

ii) effect dissociation of fragments of nucleic acid strands 
which have been cut by said restriction endonuclease activity from uncut complementary 
strands whilst not effecting dissociation of uncut nucleic acid strands from uncut 
complementary strands; 
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iii) detecting any bound amplification template (120) from the 
amplification step or steps; and 

iv) correlating the results of detection step (iii) with the presence of said 
target molecule (20). 

6. A method according to claim 5, said amplification nucleic acid sequence 
( 1 23) and said hybridisation nucleic acid sequence (122) having nucleotide modifications 
which prevent cleavage by said restriction endonuclease, and said reagents including at 
least one modified nucleotide which, when incorporated into said complementary strand 
by said polymerising agent, prevent cleavage of said complementary strand by said 
restriction endonuclease. 

7. A method according to claim 5, said hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
having at least one nucleotide modification which prevents cleavage by said restriction 
endonuclease, said restriction endonuclease having single stranded nicking activity only. 

8. A method according to claims 5-7, being performed isothermally. 

9. A method according to claims 5-7, being performed at more than one 
temperature. 

10. A method according to anyone of the preceding claims, the amplification 
step of step (ii) being performed two or more times. 

11. A method for detecting a target molecule (20) comprising the steps of; 
i) contacting a sample with a locator probe (1 50) comprising: 

a) a binding moiety (151) specific for said target molecule (20); 

b) an amplification nucleic acid sequence (152) to produce a 
target molecule-locator probe complex; and 
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c) optionally comprising a signal moiety being other than a 
nucleic acid sequence; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating 
said complex with: 

a) a single stranded amplification template (160,180) 

comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5 r to 3' direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence ( 1 62, 1 82); 

and 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence (161,181) 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence (152,173) of the previous 
amplification step or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step 
and having substantially the same sequence as said extension nucleic acid sequence 
(162,182); and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3 1 terminus of 
the amplification nucleic acid sequence (152,173) of the previous amplification step or, 
where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a 
complementary strand to said extension nucleic acid sequence (162,182) of said 
amplification template (160,180); 

c) a separating agent capable of removing sufficient of said 
extension nucleic acid sequence ( 1 62, 1 82) of said amplification template (1 60, 1 80) when 
hybridised to said complementary strand to allow subsequent hybridisation of said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence (161,181) of said amplification template (160,180) 
to said complementary strand; 

d) the reagents and conditions necessary to effect the action of 
said polymerising agent and separating agent to allow the extension of the 3* terminus of 
the amplification nucleic acid sequence (152,173) of the previous amplification step or, 
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where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step by the synthesis of 
a plurality of sequences complementary to said extension nucleic acid sequence 
(162,182) of said amplification template (160,180); and 

iii) optionally repeating one or more times the steps of treating the 
products of the previous repeat or, where there is no previous repeat, the products of step 
(ii) with: 

a) a separating agent capable of removing the remainder of said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence (161,181) of said amplification template ( 1 60, 1 80) 
of the previous repeat or step (ii) when hybridised to said complementary strand; 

b) an additional locator probe comprising: 

i) a hybridisation nucleic acid probe ( 1 62, 1 82) specific 
to said complementary strand of the previous repeat or step (ii); 

ii) an amplification moiety (1 73), being limited in all but 
the final repeat to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

to produce a complex; and 

c) performing step (ii) as defined above, optionally using an 
amplification template (160,180) different to that which was previously used; 

iv) detecting any bound additional locator probes or amplification 
template (160,1 80) from the amplification step or steps; and 

v) correlating the results of detection step (iv) with the presence of said 
target molecule (20). 

12. A method for detecting a target molecule (20) comprising the steps of; 

i) contacting a sample with a locator probe ( 1 50) comprising a binding 
moiety (151) specific for said target molecule (20) and an amplification nucleic acid 
sequence (152) to produce a target molecule-locator probe complex; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating 
said complex with: 
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a) a single stranded first, amplification template (160,180) 

comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5' to 3' direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence ( 1 62, 1 82); 

and 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence (161,181) 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence (152,173) of the previous 
amplification step or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step 
and having substantially the same sequence as said extension nucleic acid sequence ; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a single stranded second amplification template comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5 1 to 3' direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence comprising 
said first amplification template hybridisation nucleic acid sequence; and 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
comprising said first amplification template extension nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

c) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3 r terminus of 
the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there 
is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a complementary 
strand to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 

d) a separating agent capable of removing sufficient of said 
extension nucleic aid sequence of said first and second amplification templates when 
hybridised to said complementary strand to allow subsequent hybridisation of said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said first and second amplification templates to 
said complementary strand; 

e) the reagents and conditions necessary to effect the action of 
said polymerising agent and separating agent to allow the extension of the 3 1 terminus of 
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the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there 
is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step by the synthesis of a plurality of 
sequences complementary to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification 
template; 

iii) optionally repeating one or more times the steps of treating the 
products of the previous repeat or, where there is no previous repeat, the products of step 
(ii) with: 

a) a separating agent capable of removing the remainder of said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequences of said first and second amplification templates of 
the previous repeat or step (ii) when hybridised to said complementary strand; 

b) an additional locator probe comprising: 

i) a hybridisation nucleic acid probe specific to said 
complementary strand of the previous repeat or step (ii); and 

ii) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but the 
final repeat to a nucleic acid sequence; 

to produce a complex; and 

c) performing step (ii) as defined above, optionally using an 
amplification template different to that which was previously used;; 

iv) detecting any bound additional locator probes or amplification 
template from the amplification step or steps; and 

v) correlating the results of detection step (iv) with the presence of said 
target molecule. 

13. A method for detecting a target molecule according to either one of claims 
1 1 or 12, the removal of said amplification template being achieved by the use of a 5* 
double strand specific exonuclease . 

14. A method for detecting a target molecule according to either one of claims 
1 1 or 12, the removal of said amplification template being achieved through the use of 
elevated temperature. 
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15. A method for detecting a target molecule according to claim 1 4, said locator 
probe being covalently attached to said target molecule prior to the removal of said 
amplification template* 

16. A method for detecting a target molecule according to any one of claims 
1-9, prior to said detection step additionally comprising performing a method according 
to steps (ii) and (iii) of either one of claims 1 1 or 12. 

17. A method for detecting a target molecule according to any one of claims 

I- 9, said amplification moiety of said amplification template from said final 
amplification step comprising a nucleic acid sequence, and prior to said detection step 
additionally comprising performing steps (ii>(iii) of a method according to either one of 
claims 11 or 12* 

1 8. A method for detecting a target molecule according to any one of claims 

II- 15, prior to said detection step additionally comprising performing step (ii) of a 
method according to any one of claims 1, 3 or 5. 

19. A method for detecting a target molecule according to any one of claims 
1 1-15, said amplification moiety of said locator probe or additional locator probe from 
said final amplification step comprising a nucleic acid sequence, and prior to said 
detection step additionally comprising performing step (ii) of a method according to any 
one of claims 1, 3 or 5. 

20. A method for detecting a target molecule according to any one of claims 
1-9, 18 or 19, the step of detecting any bound amplification template comprising the 
steps of: 

i) treating said sample, locator probe and amplification template or 
amplification templates with a detection probe which binds specifically to said 
amplification moiety of the last of said amplification templates; and 
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ii) detecting any bound detection probe. 

21. A method for detecting a target molecule according to any one of claims 
1 1-17, the step of detecting any bound amplification template comprising the steps of; 

i) treating said sample, locator probe and amplification template with 
a detection probe which binds specifically to said amplification moiety of the last of said 
amplification templates; and 

ii) detecting any bound detection probe. 

22. A method according to either one of claims 20 or 2 1, the detection probe 
having a label which is detected by any one of the group of luminometry, fluorometry, 
spectrophotometry, and radiometry. 

23. A method according to claim 22, the detection probe being labelled with 
any one of the group of, FAM (carboxyfluorescein), HEX (hexachlorofluorescein), TET 
(tetrachlorofluorescein), ROX (carboxy-X-rhodamine), TAMRA 
(carboxytetramethylrhodamine), JOE (carboxy-4 , ,5 , -dichloro-2 , ,7 l - 
dimethoxyfluorescein), or with biotin. 

24. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, the amplification 
step being performed two or more times, each amplification step being performed using 
an amplification template having a different extension nucleic acid sequence, 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence and amplification moiety to that of the amplification 
template used in the previous amplification step. 

25 . A method according to any one of the preceding claims, the target molecule 
to be detected being a nucleic acid sequence and the binding moiety of said locator probe 
comprising a nucleic acid sequence complementary to said target molecule nucleic acid 
sequence. 
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26. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, being performed 
using more than one locator probe, each locator probe having the same amplification 
nucleic acid sequence. 

27. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, comprising two 
repeats. 

28. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, unreacted reagents 
being removed at the end of step (i), each repeat, or detection step by washing. 

29. A method according to claim 28, the unreacted reagents being selected from 
the group of locator probe, amplification template, and detection probe. 
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of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 

AE^U\M>\PAr^3A,BB,BG3R,BY,^^ 
GE,GH,GM,HR,HU,IDJUN,ISJP,KE,KG,KZ,^ 

NO.N^OA^PUPT^O^U^D^E^SG^LS^SLTJ/TMJR^T^UA^G.U^V^YU^ZW 
The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request. Furthermore, those Offices do not require the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1(a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the international Bureau on 
21 September 2000 (21.09.00) under No. WO 00/55365 



REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 19-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter If has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 

REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must, within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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The applicant is hereby notified that, at the time of establishment of this Notice, the time limit under Rule 46.1 for making 
amendments under Article 19 has not yet expired and the International Bureau had received neither such amendments nor a 
declaration that the applicant does not wish to make amendments. 
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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


PCT 

INFORMATION CONCERNING ELECTED 
OFFICES NOTIFIED OF THEIR ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.3) 


To: 

MCNEIGHT & LAWRENCE 

Pggent House 
Heaton Lane 

Stockport, Cheshire SK4 1BS 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
26 October 2000 (26.1 0.00) 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
M98/0599/PCT 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION 


International application No. 
PCT/GB00/00921 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
13 March 2000 (13.03.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

12 March 1999(12.03.99) 


Applicant 

TEPNEL MEDICAL LIMITED et al 



1. The applicant is hereby informed that the International Bureau has, according to Article 31 (7), notified each of the following 
Offices of its election: 

AP iGKGM^^L^MW^D^USZ^UG^ZW 

EP rA^BE^CY^DE^K^ES^I^R.GB^RJEJT^U^MaNUP^SE 

National rAU^CCA.CN^DEJUJ^K^K^MN^O^Z^URO^U^E^SK.US 

2. The following Offices have waived the requirement for the notification of their election; the notification will be sent to them 
by the International Bureau only upon their request: 

EA :AM,AZ,BY,KG,KZ,MD,RU/TJ/rM 

OA iBF.BJ^F^CCI^CM^GA^N^W^UMR^E^N^DTG 

National lAE^UAM^AZ^A.BB^R^BY^H^R^CU^K^DM^^ES.FLGB^D^E^H, 

GM^R^UJDJNJS^KG^LC^ 

SG / SI / SLTJTM / TR / TT,TZ,UA / UG,UZ,VN / YU / ZA / ZW 

3. The applicant is reminded that he must enter the "national phase" before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date 
before each of the Offices listed above. This must be done by paying the national fee{s) and furnishing , if prescribed, a 
translation of the international application (Article 39(1 )(a)), as well as, where applicable, by furnishing a translation of any 
annexes of the international preliminary examination report (Article 36(3)(b) and Rule 74.1). 

Some offices have fixed time limits expiring later than the above-mentioned time limit For detailed information about the 
applicable time limits and the acts to be performed upon entry into the national phase before a particular Office, see Volume II 
of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 

The entry into the European regional phase is postponed until 31 months from the priority date for al! States designated for 
the purposes of obtaining a European patent. 





The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer: 

Zakaria EL KHODARY 

Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/332 (September 1997) 



3615564 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the ^ „ „ 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIM I NARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY 



PCT 



To: 

McNeight & Lawrence 
Regent House, Heaton Lane 
Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 IBS 
GRANDE BRETAGNE 


NOTIFICATION OF RECEIPT 
OF DEMAND BY COMPETENT INTERNATIONAL 
PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rules 59.3(e) and 61.1(b), first sentence 
and Administrative Instructions, Section 601(a)) 


Date of mailing 

( day/month fyear) £ 0, /fif QQ 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
M98/0599/PCT 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/GB 00/ 00921 


International filing date (dayjmonthjyear) 
13/03/2000 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
12/03/1999 


Applicant 

TEPNEL MEDICAL LIMITED et al. 
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date of receipt of the demand for international preliminary examination of the international application: 
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(Form PCT/I PEA/404), received the required corrections. 

ATTENTION: That date of receipt is AFTER the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. Consequently, the 
election(s) made in the demand does (do) not have the effect of postponing the entry into the national phase until 30 
months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 39(1)). Therefore, the acts for entry into the national 
phase must be performed within 20 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 22). For details, see 
the PCT Applicant's Guide, Volume II. 
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adhere. In addition, the many hybridisation steps involved in the assembly process render 
the system susceptible to the production of non-specific background signal. 

The current invention outlines a method for the amplification of a nucleic acid based signal. 
It involves the generation of a repeating structure containing multiple copies of a detectable 
sequence, and is produced through the concerted action of a polymerase (which extends the 
repeating structure) and a separating agent (which uncovers hybridisation sites to allow 
assembly of sequence repeats). The method of the invention offers the following advantages 
over methods existing in the art: 

1 . It uses a small number of inexpensive components and so avoids the high cost 
per assay problems associated with other signal amplification systems such as bDNA. 

2. It uses a signal amplification rather than a target amplification approach and 
thus it overcomes contamination problems associated with many current methodologies such 
asPCR. 

3. It is an enzymatically catalyzed process that actively assembles the signal 
generating structure rather than relying on the passive hybridisation-based approaches of 
non-enzymatic methods such as bDNA. 

4. It has the ability to address RNA and DNA targets with equal efficiency 
without pre-treatments, unlike for example PCR which requires an initial reverse 
transcription step before RNA targets can be amplified. 

5. As the process is used in conjunction with a solid phase immobilized target it 
has the potential to be integrated into 'cutting edge 1 solid phase devices such as Biochips. 
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As can be seen from Figure la, Locator probe 10 comprises binding nucleic acid moiety 1 1 
joined by a 5-5 1 linkage to amplification moiety 12. Binding nucleic acid moiety 11 
hybridises target nucleic acid sequence 21 of target molecule 20. Figure lb shows Locator 
probe 30 comprising binding moiety 3 1 which is rendered resistant to exonuclease activity 
by the use of 2 , -)-methyl-RNA residues in its synthesis, is joined by a 5 f -3 f linkage to 
amplification moiety 32, Binding nucleic acid moiety 31 hybridises target nucleic acid 
sequence 21 of target molecule 20. 

Figure 2 shows primary amplification template 40 comprising arranged in a 5'-3 ? direction 
extension region 41, exonuclease-resistant hybridisation region 42 and amplification moiety 
43, 

In the method of the first embodiment of the present invention (Figure 3), hybridisation 
region 42 of amplification template 40 hybridises to amplification moiety 32 of Locator 
probe 30 (Figure 3a). DNA polymerase activity then causes the extension of amplification 
moiety 32, using extension region 40 as a template strand (Figure 3b). A 5' double-strand 
specific exonuclease (not shown) then digests the 5 1 terminus of the hybridised extension 
region 41 . Exonuclease activity is halted when the enzyme encounters exonuclease resistant 
hybridisation region 42 (Figure 3c). Additional amplification template 40 is then able to 
hybridise to extended nucleic acid signal sequence 32 (Figure 3d) and the process of 
extension and exonuclease digestion proceed again to give the arrangement of Figure 3e. 

Having washed the reaction mixture to remove unhybridized amplification template 40, the 
process is then repeated using secondary amplification template 50 comprising extension 
region 51, hybridisation region 52 and amplification moiety 53 (Figure 3f). Hybridisation 
region 52 is complementary to amplification moiety 43. The steps of extension of 
amplification moiety 43, digestion of extension region 51 and hybridisation of additional 
amplification template 50 then proceed as above, to create the Secondary Structure. This 
incorporates large numbers of amplification moiety 53 which are available for hybridisation 
(Figures 3g-3j). 
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substitutions such that its incorporation renders the newly synthesised strand resistant to 
restriction endonuciease activity. 

Restriction endonuciease activity then nicks extension region 121. In an isothermal assay 
format the resultant fragments is designed so as to dissociate at the operating temperature 
used. In a thermocycled format the temperature is elevated to allow dissociation of the 
fragments without concomitant dissociation of uncleaved sequences. Additional 
amplification template 120 is then able to hybridise to extended amplification moiety 142 
and the reaction able to proceed to assemble the Primary Structure. Detection or Secondary 
Structure assembly is subsequently carried out by repetition of the same basic processes as 
described above. 



In the fourth embodiment of the present invention (Figure 9), target nucleic acid sequence 
21 of target molecule 20 is hybridised by Binding moiety 151 (which has nucleotide 
modifications to render it resistant to 5 f double stranded exonuclease activity when required) 
of Locator probe 150 (Figure 9a). Amplification moiety 1 52 is linked to binding nucleic acid 
sequence 151 by extension blocker 153 (a 3* propanol addition) such that it has an exposed 
3-OH group. When amplification moiety 152 is acting as the template strand for the 
synthesis of a complementary strand, the extension blocker prevents the progress of any 
DNA polymerase beyond the end of the amplification moiety, thereby preventing the 
displacement of binding moiety 151 from target nucleic acid sequence 21. Once unbound 
Locator probe has been removed, binding moiety 151 is optionally cross-linked to target 
sequence 21 prior to Primary Structure assembly. 

In use, hybridisation region 162 of amplification template 160 hybridises to amplification 
moiety 152 (Figure 9b). Hybridisation region 162 has an exposed 3'-OH group, as does 
amplification moiety 152. Extension region 163 then acts as a template strand for the 
extension of amplification moiety 152, which in turn acts as a template strand for the 
extension of hybridisation region 161 as far as extension 
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blocker 153 (Figure 9c). 5 f double strand exonuclease activity can then digest extended 
amplification template 160 as shown in this example, leaving free extended amplification 
moiety 152 (Figure 9d). Alternatively the amplification templates can be completely 
removed through the use of elevated temperature. Additionally the amplification templates 
can be designed so as to contain modified and unmodified restriction sites that allow 
endonuclease cleavage to remove the extension region of the amplification template only. 

Additional amplification template 160 is then able to hybridise to extended amplification 
moiety 152 (Figure 9e) and extension region 162 again able to act as template strand for the 
synthesis of a complementary strand, extending further amplification moiety 152. Similarly, 
amplification moiety 152 is able act as template strand for the extension of hybridisation 
region 161 (Figure 9f). Removal of part or all of the extended amplification template 160 is 
then achieved through 5 f exonuclease activity (as in this example), or by elevated 
temperature, or by a restriction endonuclease (Figure 9g, 9h). 

Once amplification moiety 152 has been sufficiently extended, it can be detected by 
hybridisation of Detection probes complementary to the repeats within the extended strand. 
Alternatively, secondary amplification templates, comprised in the 5 f -3 f direction of 
hybridisation region 162, extension blocker 153, and amplification moiety 173 are 
hybridised to extended amplification moiety 152 (Figures 9i, 9j). The hybridisation region 
can, if required, incorporate modified nucleotides (as in this example) to render it resistant 
to 5' double stranded exonuclease activity. 

Amplification moiety 173 is then used as the target for an additional round of signal 
amplification performed as before using amplification template 180 comprised in the 5-3' 
direction of hybridisation region 181 and extension region 1 82 (Figures 9j-9p). A final signal 
detection step is then performed (Figure 9q) which detects the extension region 181 of 
amplification template 1 80. 
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1 . A method of detecting a target molecule, comprising the steps of: 

i) contacting a sample with a locator probe comprising a binding moiety 
specific for said target molecule and an amplification nucleic acid sequence to produce a 
target molecule-locator probe complex; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating said 
sample and locator probe with: 

a) a single stranded amplification template comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5 f to 3 f direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step 
or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step and having 
substantially the same sequence as said extension nucleic acid sequence; and 

c) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but 
the final repeat to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
othe: 1 than a nucleic acid sequence. 

b) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3' terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a complementary strand 
to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 

c) a separating agent capable of removing sufficient of said 
extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template when hybridised to said 
complementary strand to allow subsequent hybridisation of said hybridisation 
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nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template to said complementary strand; and 

d) the reagents and conditions necessary to effect the action of said 
polymerising agent and separating agent to allow the extension of the 3 f terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by the synthesis of a plurality of sequences 
complementary to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 

iii) detecting any bound amplification template from the amplification step 

or steps; and 

iv) correlating the results of detection step (iii) with the presence of said 
target molecule. 

X A method for detecting target molecule according to claim 1 , the removal of 

said extension nucleic acid sequence being achieved by the use of a 5' double stranded 
exonuclease against whose activity the hybridisation nucleic acid sequence is protected. 

3. A method for detecting a target molecule comprising the steps of: 

i) contacting a sample with a locator probe comprising a binding moiety 
specific for said target molecule and an amplification nucleic acid sequence to produce a 
target molecule-locator probe complex; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating said 
sample and locator probe with: 

a) a single stranded first amplification template comprising: 
i) arranged in a 5* to 3* direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step 
or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding 
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step and having a substantially different sequence to said extension nucleic acid sequence; 
and 

c) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but 
the final repeat to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence. 

b) a single stranded second amplification template comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5 1 to 3' direction* 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence comprising 
said hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said first amplification template; 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence comprising 
the extension nucleic acid sequence of said first amplification template; and 

c) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but 
the final amplification step to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

c) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3 f terminus of fee 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a complementary strand 
to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said first and second amplification templates; 

d) a separating agent capable of removing sufficient of said 
extension nucleic acid sequence of said first and second amplification templates when 
hybridised to said complementary strand to allow subsequent hybridisation of said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said first and second amplification templates to said 
complementary strand; and 

e) the reagents and conditions necessary to effect the action of said 
polymerising agent and separating agent to allow the extension of the 3 1 terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by the synthesis of a 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



WO 00/55365 




PCT/GBOO/00921 



plurality of sequences complementary to said extension nucleic acid sequences of said first 
and second amplification templates; 

iii) detecting any bound first and/or second amplification template from the 
amplification step or steps; and 

iv) correlating the results of detection step (iii) with the presence of said 

target molecule, 

4. A method of detecting a target molecule according to claim 3, the removal of 
said extension nucleic acid sequence of said first and second amplification templates being 
achieved by the use of a 5 f double-stranded exonuclease against whose activity said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said first amplification template and said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said second amplification template are protected. 

5. A method for detecting a target molecule comprising the steps of: 

i) contacting a sample with a locator probe comprising a binding moiety 
specific for said target molecule and an amplification nucleic acid sequence to produce a 
target molecule-locator probe complex, said amplification nucleic acid sequence having one 
or more restriction sites for a restriction endonuclease when hybridised to a complementary 
strand; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating said 
sample and locator probe with: 

a) a single stranded amplification template comprising: 
i) arranged in a 5 1 to 3 1 direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step 
or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step and having 
substantially the same sequence as said extension nucleic acid sequence; and 
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c) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but 
the final amplification step to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3 ! terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a complementary strand 
to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 

c) said restriction endonuclease; and 

d) the reagents and conditions necessary to: 

i) effect the action of said polymerising agent and 
separating agent to allow the extension of the 3* terminus of the amplification nucleic acid 
sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no previous amplification step, 
of the preceding step by the synthesis of a plurality of sequences complementary to said 
extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; and 

ii) effect dissociation of nucleic acid strands which have 
been cut by said restriction endonuclease activity from uncut complementary strands whilst 
not effecting dissociation of uncut nucleic acid strands from uncut complementary strands; 

iii) detecting any bound amplification template from the amplification step 

or steps; and 

iv) correlating the results of detection step (iii) with the presence of said 
target molecule. 

6. A method according to claim 5, said amplification nucleic acid sequence and 

said hybridisation nucleic acid sequence having nucleotide modifications which prevent 
cleavage by said restriction endonuclease, and said reagents including at least one modified 
nucleotide which, when incorporated into said complementary strand 
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by said polymerising agent, prevent cleavage of said complementary strand by said 
restriction endonuclease. 

7. A method according to claim 5, said hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
having at least one nucleotide modification which prevents cleavage by said restriction 
endonuclease, said restriction endonuclease having single stranded nicking activity only* 

8. A method according to claims 5-7, being performed isothermally. 

9. A method according to claims 5-7, being performed at more than one 
temperature* 

10. A method according to anyone of the preceding claims, the amplification step 
of step (ii) being performed two or more times. 

11. A method for detecting a target molecule comprising the steps of; 

i) contacting a sample with a locator probe comprising: 

a) a binding moiety specific for said target molecule; 

b) an amplification nucleic acid sequence to produce a target 
molecule-locator probe complex; and 

c) optionally comprising a signal moiety being other than a nucleic 

acid sequence; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating said 
complex with: 

a) a single stranded amplification template comprising: 
i) arranged in a 5' to 3* direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence; and 
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b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step 
or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step and having 
substantially the same sequence as said extension nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3 1 terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no - 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a complementary strand 
to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 

c) a separating agent capable of removing sufficient of said 
extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template when hybridised to said 
complementary strand to allow subsequent hybridisation of said hybridisation nucleic acid 
sequence of said amplification template to said complementary strand; 

d) the reagents and conditions necessary to effect the action of said 
polymerising agent and separating agent to allow the extension of the 3' terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by the synthesis of a plurality of sequences 
complementary to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; and 

iii) optionally repeating one or more times the steps of treating the products 
of the previous repeat or, where there is no previous repeat, the products of step (ii) with: 

a) a separating agent capable of removing the remainder of said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template of the previous repeat or 
step (ii) when hybridised to said complementary strand; 

b) an additional locator probe comprising; 

i) a hybridisation nucleic acid probe specific to said 
complementary strand of the previous repeat or step (ii); 
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ii) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but the final 
repeat to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

to produce a complex; and 

c) performing step (ii) as defined above, optionally using an 
amplification template different to that which was previously used; 

iv) detecting any bound additional locator probes or amplification template 
from the amplification step or steps; and 

v) correlating the results of detection step (iv) with the presence of said 
target molecule. 

12. A method for detecting a target molecule comprising the steps of; 

i) contacting a sample with a locator probe comprising a binding moiety 
specific for said target molecule and an amplification nucleic acid sequence to produce a 
target molecule-locator probe complex; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating said 
complex with: 

a) a single stranded first amplification template comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5' to 3' direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence; and 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step 
or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step and having 
substantially the same sequence as said extension nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a single stranded second amplification template comprising: 
i) arranged in a 5 1 to 3* direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence comprising 
said first amplification template hybridisation nucleic acid sequence; and 
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b) ahybridisation nucleic acid sequence comprising 
said first amplification template extension nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

c) apolymerising agent capable of extending the 3 1 terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a complementary strand 
to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 

d) a separating agent capable of removing sufficient of said 
extension nucleic aid sequence of said first and second amplification templates when 
hybridised to said complementary strand to allow subsequent hybridisation of said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said first and second amplification templates to said 
complementary strand; 

e) the reagents and conditions necessary to effect the action of said 
polymerising agent and separating agent to allow the extension of the 3 f terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by the synthesis of a plurality of sequences 
complementary to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 

iii) optionally repeating one or more times the steps of treating the products 
of the previous repeat or, where there is no previous repeat, the products of step (ii) with: 

a) a separating agent capable of removing the remainder of said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequences of said first and second amplification templates of the 
previous repeat or step (ii) when hybridised to said complementary strand; 

b) an additional locator probe comprising: 

i) a hybridisation nucleic acid probe specific to said 
complementary strand of the previous repeat or step (ii); and 

ii) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but the final 
repeat to a nucleic acid sequence; 
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to produce a complex; and 

c) performing step (ii) as defined above, optionally using an 
amplification template different to that which was previously used;; 

iv) detecting any bound additional locator probes or amplification template 
from the amplification step or steps; and 

v) correlating the results of detection step (iv) with the presence of said 
target molecule* 

1 3 . A method for detecting a target molecule according to either one of claims 1 1 
or 12, the removal of said amplification template being achieved by the use of a 5 f double 
strand specific exonuclease. 

14. A method for detecting a target molecule according to either one of claims 1 1 
or 12, the removal of said amplification template being achieved through the use of elevated 
temperature. 

15. A method for detecting a target molecule according to claim 14, said locator 
probe being covalently attached to said target molecule prior to the removal of said 
amplification template. 

16. A method for detecting a target molecule according to any one of claims 1-9, 
prior to said detection step additionally comprising performing a method according to steps 
(ii) and (iii) of either one of claims 1 1 or 12. 

17. A method for detecting a target molecule according to any one of claims 1 -9, 
said amplification moiety of said amplification template from said final amplification step 
comprising a nucleic acid sequence, prior to said detection step additionally comprising 
performing steps (ii)-(iii) of a method according to either one of claims 1 1 or 12. 
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18. A method for detecting a target molecule according to any one of claims 11-15, 
prior to said detection step additionally comprising performing step (ii) of a method 
according to any one of claims 1, 3 or 5. 

19. A method for detecting a target molecule according to any one of claims 1 1-15, 
said amplification moiety of said amplification template from said final amplification step 
comprising a nucleic acid sequence, and prior to said detection step additionally comprising 
performing step (ii) of a method according to any one of claims 1, 3 or 5. 

20. A method for detecting a target molecule according to any one of claims 1-9, 
18 or 19, the step of detecting any bound amplification template comprising the steps of: 

i) treating said sample, locator probe and amplification template or 
amplification templates with a detection probe which binds specifically to said amplification 
moiety of the last of said amplification templates; and 

ii) detecting any bound detection probe. 

21. A method for detecting a target molecule according to any one of claims 11-17, 
the step of detecting any bound amplification template comprising the steps of: 

i) treating said sample, locator probe and amplification template with a 
detection probe which binds specifically to said amplification moiety of the last of said 
amplification templates; and 

ii) detecting any bound detection probe. 

22. A method according to either one of claims 20 or 21, the detection probe 
having a label which is detected by any one of the group of luminometry, fluorometry, 
spectrophotometry, and radiometry . 

23. A method according to claim 22, the detection probe being labelled with any 
one of the group of, FAM (carboxyfluorescein), HEX (hexachlorofluorescein), TET 
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(tetrachlorofluorescein), ROX (carboxy-X-rhodamine), TAMRA 
(carboxytetramethylrhodamine), JOE (carboxy-4^5 T -dichlo^o-2^7 f -dimethoxyfluorescein), 
or with biotin. 

24. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, the amplification step 
being performed two or more times, each amplification step being performed using an 
amplification template having a different extension nucleic acid sequence, hybridisation 
nucleic acid sequence and amplification moiety to that of the amplification template used in 
the previous amplification step, 

25. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, the target molecule 
to be detected being a nucleic acid sequence and the binding moiety of said locator probe 
comprising a nucleic acid sequence complementary to said target molecule nucleic acid 
sequence. 

26. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, being performed using 
more than one locator probe, each locator probe having the same amplification nucleic acid 
sequence. 

27. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, comprising two 
repeats. 

28. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, unreacted reagents 
being removed at the end of step (i), each repeat, or detection step by washing. 

29. A method according to claim 28, the unreacted reagents being selected from 
the group of locator probe, amplification template, and detection probe. 
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SEQUENCE LISTING 

<110> TEPNEL MEDICAL LIMITED 

<120> ENZYMATIC ALLY CATALYSED SIGNAL AMPLIFICATION 

<130> M98/0599/GB 

<140> 
<141> 

<150> GB9905580.8 
<151> 1999-03-12 

<160> 6 

<170> Patentln Ver. 2.1 

<210> 1 
<211> 10 
<212> DNA 

<213> Artificial Sequence 
<220> 

<223> Description of Artificial Sequence: N.BstNBl 
recognition sequence 

<400> 1 10 
gagtcnnnnn 

<210> 2 
<211> 24 
<212> DNA 

<213> Cytomegalovirus 
<220> 

<223> Description of Combined DNA/RNA Molecule: 
Endonuclease protected sequence 

<400> 2 24 
tcgacggtgg agatactgct gagg 

<210> 3 
<211> 36 
<212> DNA 

<213> Artificial Sequence 
<220> 

<223> Description of Artificial Sequence: Amplr f ication 
template 

<220> 

<221> modif ied_base 
<222> (20) 
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<223> cm 
<220> 

<221> modif ied_base 
<222> (21) 
<223> urn 

<220> 

<221> modif iedjoase 
<222> (22) 
<223> cm 

<220> 

<221> misc_feature 
<222> (23) 

<223> 2 , -0-methyladenosine 
<220> 

<221> modif ied_base 
<222> (24) 
<223> gm 

<220> 

<221> modif ied__base 
<222> (25) 
<223> cm 

<220> 

<221> misc_feature 
<222> (26) 

<223> 2'-0-methyladenosine 
<400> 3 

ttctccttcc agttgctacc ucagcagtat ctccac 36 



<210> 4 
<211> 18 
<212> DNA 

<213> Artificial Sequence 
<220> 

<223> Description of Combined DNA/RNA Molecule: 
Endonuclease protected sequence 

<220> 

<223> Description of Artificial Sequence: Detection 
oligonucleotide 



<400> 4 

ttctccttcc agttgcta 



18 



<210> 5 
<211> 36 
<212> DNA 

<213> Artificial Sequence 
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<220> 
<223> 



Description of Artificial Sequence: Amplification 
template 



<220> 

<221> modif ied_base 
<222> (22) 
<223> cm 

<220> 

<221> modif ied_base 
<222> (23) 
<223> um 

<220> 

<221> modif ied_base 
<222> (24) 
<223> urn 

<220> 

<221> modif ied_base 
<222> (25) 
<223> cm 

<220> 

<221> modif ied__base 
<222> (26) 
<223> cm 

<220> 

<221> misc_feature 
<222> (27) 

<223> 2 1 -O-methyladenosine 
<400> 5 

gtgaagatgt tgcatgttct ccuuccagtt gctacc 36 



<210> 6 
<211> 18 
<212> DNA 

<213> Artificial Sequence 
<220> 

<223> Description of Artificial Sequence: Detection 
oligonucleotide 



<400> 6 

gtgaagatgt tgcatgtt 



18 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/G BOO/00921 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 
Description, pages: 



1,3-25,27-29, 
32-35 

2,2a,30,31 

26 



as originally filed 

as received on 
as received on 



14/04/2001 with letter of 
29/05/2001 with letter of 



10/04/2001 
18/05/2001 



Claims, No.: 

1-29 



as received on 



1 4/04/2001 with letter of 



10/04/2001 



Drawings, sheets: 

1/21-21/21 as originally filed 



Sequence listing part of the description, pages: 

1-3, as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

IS contained in the international application in written form. 

E3 filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
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the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-29 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-29 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-29 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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ITEM I: 

The amendments to the the description and the claims fulfill the requirements of 
Article 34 (2)(b) PCT. 



ITEM V: 

Reference is made to the following document: 

D1: US-A-5 451 503 (HOGAN J. J. et al.), 19 September 1995. 



1 . NOVELTY 

The present application meets the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT, because 
none of the available prior art documents discloses a method of detecting a target 
molecule having the same combinations of features as those claimed in the 
present application. 

2. INVENTIVE STEP 

The present application also appears to meet the requirements of Article 33(3) 
PCT for the following reasons: 

2.1 Document D1 , which is considered to represent the closest prior art, discloses 
(see Example 14 and Figure 18) a method for detecting a target molecule, 
comprising steps (i) and (ii)(b), of claim 1 of the present application. Compared to 
D1 , the subject-matter of claim 1 differs by the use of a 3-part amplification 
template (step (ii)(a)), by the removal of the 5' terminus of the amplification 
template (step (ii)(c)) and by the extension of the 3' terminus of the locator probe 
(step (ii)(d)). The effect of said differences is that the amplification moiety of the 
locator probe is significantly amplified, thereby drastically increasing the number 
of binding sites for detection probes (see Figure 3(k)). D1 achieves the same 
effect (amplification of the detection sequence of strand 1 , see Figure 18) in a 
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different way. Therefore, the technical problem to be solved by claim 1 may be 
regarded as how to provide an alternative method for detecting a target molecule. 

Since the available prior art does not appear to provide any indication to modify 
the method of D1 by using a 3-part amplification template (resulting in significant 
extension of the 3' terminus of the locator probe), the subject-matter of present 
claim 1 is considered inventive in the sense of Article 33(3) PCT. 

2.2 Similarly, the subject-matter of claim 3 also appears to involve an inventive step 
(Article 33(3) PCT), because the available prior art does not suggest the use of a 
second 3-part amplification template (the additional difference of claim 3 
compared to D1). Therefore, it would not be obvious to the skilled person to 
modify the method of D1 by including two 3-part amplification templates, thereby 
resulting in the subject-matter of present claim 3. 

2.3 The subject-matter of claims 5 and 11 is considered inventive for analogous 
reasons, because the methods of these claims also involve the 3' extension of the 
locator probe by using amplification templates. 

2.4 For analogous reasons as outlined in items 2.2 and 2.3 above, the subject-matter 
of claim 12 also appears to involve an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

2.5 Claims 2, 4, 6-10, and 13-29 are dependent on claims 1, 3, 5, 11 and/or 12 and 
as such also meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to inventive step 
(Article 33(3) PCT). 

3. INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

The subject-matter of claims 1-29 appears to be industrially applicable in the 
sense of Article 33(4) PCT. 
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ENZYMATTCALLY CATALYSED SIGNAL AMPLIFICATION 

The present invention concerns detection of target molecules using methods of enzymatically 
catalyzed amplification of target associated detectable structures. 

Several nucleic acid amplification techniques are already known, e.g. the Polymerase Chain 
Reaction (PCR). However many of these techniques (including PCR) suffer from the 
disadvantage that they specifically amplify a target sequence (amplicon) present within the 
sample of interest. This amplicon, once generated, can easily contaminate a laboratory 
working area in which strict controls are not maintained. Such contamination can render 
subsequent amplification reactions suspect, and can require a cessation of testing and the 
initiation of expensive decontamination procedures. 

Techniques such as PCR, which detect the presence of a sequence by amplifying its number 
to detectable levels, are known as Target Amplification systems. In contrast, several 
techniques are known which amplify a signal to detectable levels, usually following the 
binding of a detector molecule to the molecule of interest, without amplification of said 
molecule. These are referred to as Signal Amplification techniques. 

One such system Chiron Corporation (Urdea et al., US 5681697 and references cited therein) 
is known as the branched DNA system (bDNA). This system relies on the binding to the 
target molecule, of a large number of detector probes, which contain within their sequence 
a site for hybridisation of a non-target specific sequence. This sequence acts as the site for 
hybridisation of a pre-synthesized branched DNA structure with numerous sites for the 
hybridisation of secondary branches or of detection probes. One of the main disadvantages 
of this system is the large number of components required to generate the final structure to 
which the detection probes 
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adhere. In addition, the many hybridisation steps involved in the assembly process render 
the system susceptible to the production of non-specific background signal. 

The current invention outlines a method for the amplification of a nucleic acid based signal. 
It invol ves the generation of a repeating structure containing multiple copies of a detectable 
sequence, and is produced through the concerted action of a polymerase (which extends the 
repeating structure) and a separating agent (which uncovers hybridisation sites to allow 
assembly of sequence repeats). The method of the invention offers the following advantages 
over methods existing in the art: 

1 . It uses a small number of inexpensive components and so avoids the high cost 
per assay problems associated with other signal amplification systems such as bDNA. 

2. It uses a signal amplification rather than a target amplification approach and 
thus it overcomes contamination problems associated with many current methodologies such 
as PGR, 

3. . ■ I It is an enzymatically catalyzed process that actively assembles the signal 
generating structure rather than relying on the passive hybridisation-based approaches of 
non-enzymatic methods such as bDNA. 

4. It has the ability to address KNA and DNA targets with equal efficiency 
without pre-treatments, unlike for example PCR which requires an initial reverse 
transcription step before RNA targets can be amplified. 

5. As the process is used in conjunction with a solid phase immobilized target it 

has the potential to be integrated into Cutting edge 1 solid phase devices such as Biochips. 
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c) a separating agent capable of removing sufficient of said 
extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template when hybridised to said 
complementary strand to allow subsequent hybridisation of said hybridisation nucleic acid 
sequence of said amplification template to said complementary strand; and 

d) the reagents and conditions necessary to effect the action of said 
polymerising agent and separating agent to allow the extension of the 3' terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by the synthesis of a plurality of sequences 
complementary to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 

iii) detecting any bound amplification template from the amplification step 

or steps; and 

iv) correlating the results of detection step (iii) with the presence of said 
target molecule. 

Reference in the various embodiments of the invention to "the preceding step 11 is typically 
reference to step (i) of the method, although it does include (see below) as a "preceding step" 
an amplification step (i.e. a step of producing an amplification structure) of a different 
embodiment of the invention. 

The removal of said extension nucleic acid sequence may be achieved by the use of a 5* 
double stranded exonuclease against whose activity the hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
is protected. The hybridisation nucleic acid sequence (and other sequences, as necessary) 
may be protected from exonuclease activity by substituting 2-O-methyl RNA residues for 
normal residues during its synthesis. 

In a second embodiment, the present invention provides a method for detecting a target 
molecule (using amplification templates whose extension and hybridisation regions differ 
so as to minimize interfering side reactions) comprising the steps of: 
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The target molecule may first be immobilized on a solid phase before employing the 
detection method of the present invention. The invention is not limited to this or any other 
specific assay format. 

According to a first embodiment of the present invention there is provided a method for 
detecting a target molecule, comprising the steps °f ; 

i) contacting a sample with a locator probe comprising a binding moiety 
specific for said target molecule and an amplification nucleic acid sequence to produce a 
target molecule-locator probe complex; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating said 
sample and locator probe with: 

a) a single stranded amplification template comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5 1 to 3' direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step 
or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step and having 
substantially the same sequence as said extension nucleic acid sequence; and 

c) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but 
the final repeat to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence. 

b) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3* terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a complementary strand 
to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 
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i) contacting a sample with a locator probe comprising a binding moiety 
specific for said target molecule and an amplification nucleic acid sequence to produce a 

target molecule-locator probe complex; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 

in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating said 

sample and locator probe with: 

a) a single stranded first amplification template comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5' to 3' direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step 
or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step and having a 
substantially different sequence to said extension nucleic acid sequence; and 

c) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but 

the final repeat to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 

other than a nucleic acid sequence. | 

b) a single stranded second amplification template comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5' to 3' direction' 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence comprising 
said hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said first amplification template; 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence comprising 
the extension nucleic acid sequence of said first amplification template; and 

c) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but 

the final amplification step to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 

other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

c) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3' terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a 
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complementary strand to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said first and second 
amplification templates; 

d) a separating agent capable of removing sufficient of said 
extension nucleic acid sequence of said first and second amplification templates when 
hybridised to said complementary strand to allow subsequent hybridisation of said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said first and second amplification templates to said 
complementary strand; and 

e) the reagents and conditions necessary to effect the action of said 
polymerising agent and separating agent to allow the extension of the 3* terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by the synthesis of a plurality of sequences 
complementary to said extension nucleic acid sequences of said first and second 
amplification templates; 

iii) detecting any bound first and/or second amplification template from the 
amplification step or steps; and 

iv) correlating the results of detection step (iii) with the presence of said 
target molecule. 

I 

The removal of said extension nucleic acid sequence of said first and second amplification 
templates may be achieved by the use of a 5 f double-stranded exonuclease against whose 
activity said hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said first amplification template and said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said second amplification template are protected. 

Locator probe. 

The locator probe contains two distinct regions, the target binding moiety and the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence. The function of the target binding moiety is to locate 
to and interact with the target molecule so as to become located at that point. The target 
binding moiety may comprise anything capable of specifically binding the target molecule. 
For example in the case of the target molecule being a nucleic acid sequence, the binding 
moiety may comprise a nucleic acid sequence complementary 
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to the target nucleic acid sequence. Alternatively, it may comprise RNA, a mixture of RNA 
and DNA or for example PNA. Alternatively, the binding moiety may comprise an antibody 
or an antigen binding fragment thereof specific to the target molecule (Harlow, E. and Lane, 
D., "Using Antibodies: A Laboratory Manual", Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press, New 
York, 1998). Other binding mechanisms (for example involving covalent bonding) and 
reagents will be readily apparent to one skilled in the art. The amplification nucleic acid 
sequence comprises a nucleic acid sequence that is non-complementary to the target and 
should not bind to it, therefore rendering it accessible for later binding events. Where the 
target molecule is a nucleic acid sequence, the Locator probe may be constructed such that 
its target binding moiety and amplification nucleic acid sequence are oligonucleotides joined 
using a 5'-3* linkage, or alternatively using a S'-S' linkage such that each region possessed 
an extendible free 3' end. Where the target binding moiety is an antibody or antigen binding 
fragment, the signal nucleic acid moiety may be covalently bound to it using methods known 
in the art (see, for example, Ito, W. and Kurosawa, Y., 1993, Journal of Biological 
Chemistry, 2fi£(27): 20668-20675), 

Primary amplification template and the Primary Structure. 

The amplification template is designed to hybridize via its hybridisation region (its 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence) to a complementary nucleic acid sequence. Under the 
appropriate reaction conditions the 3 f end of this hybridized complement can be extended 
to create a complement to the extension region (the extension nucleic acid sequence) of the 
amplification template. Selective removal of the extension region of the amplification 
template then leaves a newly synthesized single stranded region to which an additional 
amplification template can hybridize. A repetition of the steps of hybridisation, extension 
and removal results in an extended structure composed of multiple repeats of the 
amplification template. To distinguish this structure from others which may be subsequently 
generated it is referred to as the Primary Structure. The amplification templates involved in 
its construction are referred to as primary amplification templates. 
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Within the Primary Structure are the amplification moieties of the incorporated primary 
amplification templates. These regions, being non-complementary to the target or Primary 
Structure, are available to be hybridized with appropriately labeled Detection probes. 

If the hybridisation region of the primary amplification template is designed for example to 
be complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the Locator probe, then the 
Primary Structure would be attached to the Locator probe which itself would be attached to 
the target Hybridisation of the Detection probes to the Primary Structure would therefore 
provide a linearly amplified number of signal generating sites linked to the target sequence. 

Secondary amplification templates and the Secondary Structure. 

As an alternative to providing hybridisation nucleic acid sequences for subsequent detection 
by e.g. detection probes, the primary template amplification moieties incorporated into the 
Primary Structure can act as complements to the hybridisation region of secondary 
amplification templates. 

The hybridisation region (i.e. the second amplification template hybridisation nucleic acid 
sequence) is designed to be complementary to the amplification moiety of the primary 
amplification template. Under the appropriate reaction conditions the 3' end of the primary 
template amplification moiety can be extended to create a complement to the extension 
region of the secondary amplification template. Selective removal of the extension region 
of the secondary template then leaves a newly synthesized single stranded region to which 
an additional secondary amplification template can hybridize. A repetition of the steps of 
hybridisation, extension and removal results in multiple extended structures (composed of 
multiple repeats of the secondary template) attached to the Primary Structure. This structure 
is referred to as the Secondary Structure. 
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The incorporated amplification moieties of the secondary templates being 
non-complementary to the target, Primary Structure or Secondary Structure are available to 
be hybridized to by appropriately labeled Detection probes. Overall a non-linear increase in 
the number of target associated signal generating sites is provided by the generation of the 
Secondary structure. 

Each reaction, which results in the assembly of a structure, is referred to as a repeat The first 
repeat generates the Primary Structure, the second repeat the Secondary structure and so on. 
Tertiary and Quaternary structures etc. can be readily generated in this fashion by carrying 
out the appropriate number of repeats. The number of repeats carried out will depend on the 
application and will reflect the sensitivity required. 

Separating Agents 

The generation of the extended Primary or Secondary structure etc, relies on the removal 
of the extension region of the amplification template once the complement to that region has 
been made. The 'uncovering' of this newly synthesized strand provides a site for another 
amplification template to hybridize and thus continue the assembly process. Separating 
agents are responsible for removal of the extension region. These separating agents may 
include any one or combination of the following: a 5* double strand specific exonuclease 
(such as T7 gene 6 exonuclease, or Lambda exonuclease); a restriction endonuclease; an 
RNase (such as RNase H); elevated temperature; or chemical denaturation. 

Selective removal of the extension region, whilst ensuring the other regions of the 
incorporated amplification template remain attached to the growing structure requires some 
means of controlling or limiting the action of the separating agents. Protection against 
exonuclease may be achieved through the use of nucleotide analogues or synthetic nucleic 
acid sequences (e.g., phosphorothioate linkages or 2*-0-Methyl 
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RNA respectively). The inclusion of these synthetic blockers can restrict the activity of the 
exonucleases to those areas where they are required. 

The incorporation of modified linkages can also modify the activities of restriction enzymes, 
resulting in double stranded cleavage, single stranded nicking or non-restriction of restriction 
enzyme recognition sites composed of the same base sequence. Deoxynucleotide 
phosphorothioates, methylated nucleotides and boronated deoxynucleoside triphosphates are 
all examples of suitable analogues which when incorporated into recognition sites could 
modify the activities of their restriction enzymes. 

The use of chimeric RNA:DNA Amplification templates allows the selective removal of 
defined portions of the Template using RNase H which acts on the RNA portion of 
RNA:DNA hybrids. 

If in the first and second embodiment the separating agent is a 5* double strand specific 
exonuclease, the hybridisation region of the amplification templates and the 5' terminus of 
the Locator probe would be protected by the inclusion of modified linkages or synthetic 
nucleotide analogues. If the separation agent is RNase H then the extension region of the 
amplification templates would be composed at least in part of RNA whilst the hybridisation 
region would be composed of DNA. Where the separating agents have temperature optima 
of 37°C, they could be used in conjunction with a polymerase such as Klenow (exo-) 
polymerase. In such a case, the method may operate isothermally at 37°C. Alternatively, the 
method may of course be performed at more than one temperature. 

If the separating agent used is a restriction endonuclease there is the potential to operate the 
system using a variety of formats, examples and advantages of which are given below: 
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1 . The method may be performed isothermally to provide a rapid qualitative result, or to 
temperature cycle to provide a less rapid but quantitative result. 

2. The method may be operated at temperatures higher than 37°C to provide temperature 
controlled stringency, (an important facility given the length and complexity of the 
Amplification templates used). 

3. The activities of restriction endonucleases are defined, well characterized and sequence 
based, more so than exonucleases such as T7 gene exonuclease and Lambda exonuclease, 
whose substrate specificity can vary. 

4. The combination and concerted action of restriction endonucleases and polymerases under 
a single set of reaction conditions has been demonstrated frequently. 

5. The latitude in operating temperatures allows for a more flexible approach in design 
rationale, particularly with respect to using different materials such as PNA and 2'- O- 
MethylRNA. t 

In the case of a separating agent being a restriction endonuclease, one or more restriction 
sites are incorporated in the extension and hybridisation regions of the amplification 
templates. Those sites in the hybridisation region may be protected by the incorporation of 
nucleotide analogues at the site of enzymatic cleavage. Those sites in the extension region 
are unmodified. Hybridisation of the amplification template and creation of a complement 
to the extension region results in the formation of double stranded recognition sites for the 
restriction enzymes. Use of one or more modified dNTPs in the reaction mix results in the 
newly synthesized strand being protected. The enzyme nicks the sites in the extension region 
of the amplification template and at the operating temperature used, or by elevating the 
temperature, the resultant fragments are dissociated. This provides a single stranded 
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site to which an additional amplification template can hybridize to continue the assembly 



Restriction enzyme used as described above must belong to that group which is capable of 
nicking the unprotected strand of a hemi-modified enzyme recognition site. It is also 
important that the recognition site sequence is non-palindromic such that amplification 
templates which self hybridize are not substrates for double stranded cleavage by the 
restriction enzyme. An example of a suitable enzyme is BspBl. It is also possible to use 
enzymes whose activity is naturally restricted to nicking of a single strand as opposed to 
double stranded cleavage. An example of this kind of enzyme is N.BstNBl which has the 
recognition sequence of SEQ ED NO: 1. When such an enzyme is used, it is unnecessary to 
include dNTP analogues in the reaction mix to protect the newly synthesized strand. 

If the method of the present invention is operated isothermally then the reaction is relatively 
rapid (compared to non-isothermal methods) but qualitative in the signal output generated. 
Thermocycling (whereby nicked fragments dissociated at a higher temperature than the 
operating temperature of the restriction enzyme) can be used to generate a sigpal output that 
provides quantitative information. 

In a third embodiment, the present invention provides a method for detecting a target 
molecule, utilising a restriction enzyme and polymerase, and comprising the steps of: 



specific for said target molecule and an amplification nucleic acid sequence to produce a 
target molecule-locator probe complex, said amplification nucleic acid sequence having one 
or more restriction sites for a restriction endonuclease when hybridised to a complementary 
strand; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating said 
sample and locator probe with: 



process. 



i) 



contacting a sample with a locator probe comprising a binding moiety 
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a) a single stranded amplification template comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5* to 3* direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step 
or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step and having 
substantially the same sequence as said extension nucleic acid sequence; and 

c) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but 
the final amplification step to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3* terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a complementary strand 
to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 

c) said restriction endonuclease; and 

d) | the reagents and conditions necessary to: 

i) effect the action of said polymerising agent and 
separating agent to allow the extension of the 3 1 terminus of the amplification nucleic acid 
sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no previous amplification step, 
of the preceding step by the synthesis of a plurality of sequences complementary to said 
extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; and 

ii) effect dissociation of nucleic acid strands which have 
been cut by said restriction endonuclease activity from uncut complementary strands whilst 
not effecting dissociation of uncut nucleic acid strands from uncut complementary strands; 

iii) detecting any bound amplification template from the amplification step 

or steps; and 
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iv) correlating the results of detection step (iii) with the presence of said 
target molecule. 

In particular, amplification step (ii) may be performed at least twice. 

Said amplification nucleic acid sequence and said hybridisation nucleic acid sequence may 
have nucleotide modifications which prevent cleavage by said restriction endonuclease, and 
said reagents including at least one modified nucleotide which, when incoiporated into said 
complementary strand by said polymerising agent, prevent cleavage of said complementary 
strand by said restriction endonuclease. 

Said hybridisation nucleic acid sequence may have at least one nucleotide modification 
which prevents cleavage by said restriction endonuclease, said restriction endonuclease 
having single stranded nicking activity only. 

In the first three embodiments of the present invention, where the amplification moiety is not 
a nucleic acid sequence (i.e. jjn the final repeat of the amplification step) it need not be 
located 3* to the hybridisation nucleic acid sequence. Instead it must be located sufficiently 
3\ to the extension nucleic acid sequence such that it is not separated from the hybridisation 
nucleic acid sequence by the separating agent. 

For example, the amplification moiety may comprise a biotin molecule (detectable using 
standard techniques) conjugated to the hybridisation nucleic acid sequence, probably (but 
not necessarily) at its 3 1 end. 

Alternatively, the amplification moiety may comprise a fluorophore. For example, a 
fluorophore/quencher technique (such as that of Molecular Beacons) may be employed (as 
used in, for example, fluorescent PCR). A quencher moiety may be conjugated to the 3' 
region of the extension nucleic acid sequence, and a fluorophore moiety conjugated to the 
5\ region of the hybridisation nucleic acid sequence, such 
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that when the extension nucleic acid sequence forms part of the amplification template 
fluorescence is quenched, and when the separating agent has caused the separation of the 
hybridisation and extension nucleic acid sequences, fluorescence occurs. 

Similarly, the signal moieties of the present invention allow for the production of a signal 
as amplification structures are generated* It may be that it is only desirable to detect the 
production of the amplification structure when amplification is complete, in which case 
detection may be achieved without using any signal moieties. Alternatively, it may for 
example be desirable to have real-time signal generation as amplification proceeds, in which 
case a signal moiety such as a fluorophore/quencher combination located on the 
hybridisation and extension nucleic acid sequences as described above may be employed. 
This will allow for the generation of a detectable fluorescent signal as the separating agent 
removes the extension nucleic acid sequence from amplification templates. 

Amplification templates may consist of fewer than the three regions. A fourth embodiment 
of the present invention uses amplification templates that comprise in the 5-3 1 direction an 
extension nucleic acid region and a hybridisation nucleic acid region. The 3' terminus of the 
amplification template is modified to prevent extension. 

The steps of hybridisation, extension and separation can be applied as with the first and 
second embodiments to generate a Primary Structure, If the amplification templates do not 
contain modified linkages to protect the hybridisation region, then exonuclease digestion can 
continue until the amplification template is completely removed. The resultant structure will 
then consist of a single stranded extended Locator probe amplification moiety attached via 
the Locator probe binding moiety to the target sequence. This can be detected using a 
complementary labelled detection probe. If generation of a Secondary Structure rather than 
detection is required, the structure is instead contacted with an additional secondary probe 
comprising in the 
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5-3' direction a hybridisation nucleic acid region and an amplification moiety. Any of this 
probe which remains unhybridized can be removed by washing prior to addition of 
secondary amplification templates and generation of the Secondary Structure. 

As with the first embodiment, a single amplification template whose extension and 
hybridisation region sequences are substantially the same can be used, or as with the second 
embodiment two amplification templates whose extension and hybridisation region 
sequences are substantially different can be employed. 

The Primary structure can also be generated using amplification templates composed of two 
regions (hybridisation and extension) and a restriction enzyme (as with the third 
embodiment). The resultant structure will consist of multiple repeats of the amplification 
template hybridisation region hybridised to the extended amplification moiety of the Locator 
probe. It will contain no amplification template amplification moieties. 

In a fourth embodiment, the present invention provides a method for detecting a target 
molecule comprising the steps of: 

i) contacting a sample with a locator probe comprising: 

a) a binding moiety specific for said target molecule; 

b) an amplification nucleic acid sequence to produce a target 
molecule-locator probe complex; and 

c) optionally comprising a signal moiety being other than a nucleic 

acid sequence; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating said 
complex with: 

a) a single stranded amplification template comprising: 
i) arranged in a 5 f to 3 1 direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence; and 
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b) 



a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 



complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step 
or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step and having 
substantially the same sequence as said extension nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3* terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a complementary strand 
to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 

c) a separating agent capable of removing sufficient of said 
extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template when hybridised to said 
complementary strand to allow subsequent hybridisation of said hybridisation nucleic acid 
sequence of said amplification template to said complementary strand; 

d) the reagents and conditions necessary to effect the action of said 
polymerising agent and separating agent to allow the extension of the 3 1 terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where thjbre is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by the synthesis of a plurality of sequences 
complementary to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; and 

iii) optionally repeating one or more times the steps of treating the products 
of the previous repeat or, where there is no previous repeat, the products of step (ii) with: 



hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template of the previous repeat or 
step (ii) when hybridised to said complementary strand; 

b) an additional locator probe comprising: 

i) a hybridisation nucleic acid probe specific to said 
complementary strand of the previous repeat or step (ii); 



a) 



a separating agent capable of removing the remainder of said 
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ii) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but the final 
repeat to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

to produce a complex; and 

c) performing step (ii) as defined above, optionally using an 
amplification template different to that which was previously used; 

i v) detecting any bound additional locator probes or amplification template 
from the amplification step or steps; and 

v) correlating the results of detection step (iv) with the presence of said 
target molecule. 

It is also possible to carry out the amplification process using amplification templates 
comprising in a 5 T -3 f direction a hybridisation and extension region, and whose sequences 
differ from each other. In a fifth embodiment, the present invention provides a method for 
detecting a target molecule, utilising amplification templates whose hybridisation and 
extension sequences differ, and comprising the steps of: 

i) contacting a sample with a locator probe comprising a binding moiety 
specific for said target molecule and an amplification nucleic acid sequence to produce a 
target molecule-locator probe complex; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating said 
complex with: 

a) a single stranded first amplification template comprising: 
i) arranged in a 5 ! to 3 f direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence; and 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step 
or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step and having 
substantially the same sequence as said extension nucleic acid sequence; and 
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ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a single stranded second amplification template comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5* to 3' direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence comprising 
said first amplification template hybridisation nucleic acid sequence; and 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence comprising 
said first amplification template extension nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

c) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3* terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a complementary strand 
to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 

d) a separating agent capable of removing sufficient of said 
extension nucleic aid sequence of said first and second amplification templates when 
hybridised to said complementary strand to allow subsequent hybridisation of said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said first and second amplification templates to said 
complementary strand; 

e) the reagents and conditions necessary to effect the action of said 
polymerising agent and separating agent to allow the extension of the 3' terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by the synthesis of a plurality of sequences 
complementary to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 

iii) optionally repeating one or more times the steps of treating the products 
of the previous repeat or, where there is no previous repeat, the products of step (ii) with: 
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a) a separating agent capable of removing the remainder of said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequences of said first and second amplification templates of the 
previous repeat or step (ii) when hybridised to said complementary strand; 

b) an additional locator probe comprising: 

i) a hybridisation nucleic acid probe specific to said 
complementary strand of the previous repeat or step (ii); and 

ii) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but the final 
repeat to a nucleic acid sequence; 

to produce a complex; and 

c) performing step (ii) as defined above, optionally using an 
amplification template different to that which was previously used;; 

iv) detecting any bound additional locator probes or amplification template 
from the amplification step or steps; and 

v) correlating the results of detection step (iv) with the presence of said 
target molecule. 

Hybridisation nucleic acid sequences of the amplification templates of the fourth and fifth 
embodiments may be modified such that |hey cannot be extended in a 3* direction by the 
polymerizing agent. 

The removal of said primary amplification template may be achieved by the use of a 5' 
double strand specific exonuclease. 

With the methods of the fourth and fifth embodiments, the removal of said primary 
amplification template may be achieved through the use of elevated temperature. In such a 
case, said locator probe may be covalently attached to said target molecule prior to the 
removal of said primary amplification template. In particular, covalent attachment may be 
achieved prior to hybridisation of amplification templates. 

Prior to the detection step of the first, second and third embodiments a method of steps (i) 
to (iii) of the fourth or fifth embodiments of the invention may be performed 
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(at least so far as an amplification structure is generated), and vice versa with steps (i) and 
(ii) of the first, second and third embodiments. Where the amplification moiety in a final 
amplification step is a nucleic acid sequence then step (i) of the subsequent method may be 
omitted. 

Thus in such a method for detecting a target molecule according to any one of the first, 
second and third embodiments, and where said amplification moiety of said amplification 
template from said final amplification step comprises a nucleic acid sequence, step (ii) of a 
method according to either one of the fourth or fifth embodiments may be additionally 
performed. 

Similarly, in a method for detecting a target molecule according to any one of the fourth or 
fifth embodiments, prior to said detection step it may additionally comprise step (ii) of a 
method according to any one of the first, second or third embodiments. 

With the first, second and third embodiments (and methods whose final amplification step 
or repeat involves such embodiments), the step of detecting any bound amplification 
template may comprise the steps of: 

i) treating said sample, locator probe and amplification template or 
amplification templates with a detection probe which binds specifically to said amplification 
moiety of said amplification templates; and 

ii) detecting any bound detection probe. 

With the fourth and fifth embodiments (and methods whose final amplification step or repeat 
involves such embodiments), the step of detecting any bound additional locator probes may 
comprise the steps of: 

i) treating said sample, locator probe and amplification template with a 
detection probe which binds specifically to said additional locator probe; and 

ii) detecting any bound detection probe. 
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The detection probe may have a label which is detected by any one of the group of 
luminometry, fluorometry, spectrophotometry, and radiometry. For example, the detection 
probe may be labelled with any one of the group of FAM (carboxyfluorescein), HEX 
(hexachlorofluorescein), TET (tetrachlorofluorescein), ROX (carboxy-X-rhodamine), 



(carboxy-4\5 ! -dichlorcH2^7 r -dimethoxyfluorescein), or with biotin. 

Alternatively or additionally, the detection step may detect any optional signal moieties used 
in the method. As discussed above, such moieties may comprise fluorophore/quencher 
combinations (which when detected will comprise solely the fluorophore moiety) or they 
may for example comprise biotin molecules. The presence of signal moieties allows for the 
real-time detection of amplification as the methods of the present invention are performed, 
particularly when the signal moieties comprise fluorophores. 

In the various embodiments of the present invention, the amplification step may be 
performed two or more times, each amplification step being performed using an 
j amplification template having a different extension nucleic acid sequence, hybridisation 
nucleic acid sequence and amplification moiety to that of the amplification template used in 
the previous amplification step. 

In the various embodiments of the present invention, the target molecule to be detected may 
be a nucleic acid sequence, the binding moiety of said locator probe comprising a nucleic 
acid sequence complementary to said target molecule nucleic acid sequence. 



T AMR A 



(carboxytetramethylrhodamine), 



JOE 



The various embodiments of the present invention may be performed using more than one 
locator probe, each locator probe having the same amplification nucleic acid sequence. 
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The various embodiments of the present invention may for example comprise two repeats. 

Unreacted reagents used in the methods of the present invention may be removed at the end 
of step (i), each repeat, or detection step, by washing. The unreacted reagents being selected 
from the group of locator probe, amplification template, primary amplification template, 
secondary amplification template and detection probe. 

The detection of primary and secondary structures generated using embodiments one to five 
of the invention can be achieved by several different methods. 

For example, suitably labelled detection probes can hybridise to the amplification moieties 
of the amplification templates used in the final step of the first, second and third 
embodiments. In the fourth and fifth embodiments detection probes may hybridise 
amplification nucleic acid sequences of locator probes. This requires the use of a separating 
agent to remove remaining amplification template hybridisation regions, and for a detection 
probe to then be used which binds to the extended amplification moiety of the locator probe 
used in the previous repeat. When separation is achieved by denaturation then this 
additionally requires the use of covalent crosslinking as discussed above (using for example 
a cross-linking agent such as DZQ (diazirinidylbenzoquinone)). 

Alternatively or additionally, the amplification templates may have an internal or 3' 
terminally located label (i.e. signal moiety) attached that becomes incorporated into the 
structures as they are generated. 

As described above, the amplification templates can be so designed that a fluorophore label 
in the hybridisation region sequence is separated from a quencher label in the extension 
region during primary/secondary structure assembly. In this way real time generation of 
signal is possible. 
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The invention will be further apparent from the following description, with reference to the 
several figures of the accompanying drawings, which show, by way of example only, forms 
of detection of target molecules and signal amplification. 

Of the Figures: 

Figure 1 shows forms of Locator probes hybridised to target nucleic acid 

sequences; 

Figure 2 shows an amplification template used in the first embodiment 
of the present invention; 

Figure 3 shows a target molecule detection method according to the first 
embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 4 shows incorrect amplification template binding; 

Figure 5 shows amplification templates used in the second embodiment 
of the present invention; 

Figure 6 shows a target molecule detection method according to the 
second embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 7 shows an amplification template used in the method of the third 
embodiment of the present invention; 



invention; 
invention; 



Figure 8 
Figure 9 



shows the method of the third embodiment of the present 
shows the method of the fourth embodiment of the present 
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Figure 10 



shows results from Example 6. Y-axis shows slope 



(A490/minute) from 0 (bottom) to 0.140 (top), X-axis shows (left to right) Positive 1, 
Positive 2, Negative Klenow and Negative T7; and 



slope (A490/minute) from 0 (bottom) to 0.200 (top). X-axis shows (far-right) control with 
no enzyme and (all other columns) positives. 

DEFINITIONS 

The term "antibody" in its various grammatical forms is used herein to refer to 
immunoglobulin molecules and immunologically active portions of immunoglobulin 
molecules, i.e., molecules that contain an antibody combining site or paratope. Such 
molecules are also referred to as "antigen binding fragments" of immunoglobulin molecules. 

Illustrative antibody molecules are intact immunoglobulin molecules, substantially intact 
immunoglobulin molecules and those portions of an immunoglobulin molecule that contain 
the paratope, including those portions known in thfe art as Fab, Fab 1 , F(ab')2 and F(v). 

Antibodies and their use are well known in the art, for example as taught by Harlow, E. and 
Lane, D., "Using Antibodies: A Laboratory Manual", Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press, 
New York, 1998 

As used herein the term "nucleic acid" includes protein nucleic acid (PNA) (i.e. nucleic acids 
in which the bases are linked by a polypeptide backbone) as well as the naturally occurring 
nucleic acids (e.g. DNA and RNA), or analogues thereof, having a sugar phosphate 
backbone. 



Figure 1 1 



shows strand extension by SAEX1 and SAEX22. Y-axis shows 



Ex^mpk 1, 
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As can be seen from Figure la, Locator probe 10 comprises binding nucleic acid moiety 1 1 
joined by a 5-5 1 linkage to amplification moiety 12. Binding nucleic acid moiety 11 
hybridises target nucleic acid sequence 21 of target molecule 20. Figure lb shows Locator 
probe 30 comprising binding moiety 3 1 which is rendered resistant to exonuclease activity 
by the use of 2 -)-methyl-RNA residues in its synthesis, is joined by a 5 ! -3 f linkage to 
amplification moiety 32. Binding nucleic acid moiety 31 hybridises target nucleic acid 
sequence 21 of target molecule 20. 

Figure 2 shows primary amplification template 40 comprising arranged in a S'-S* direction 
extension region 41, exonuclease-resistant hybridisation region 42 and amplification moiety 
43. 

In the method of the first embodiment of the present invention (Figure 3), hybridisation 
region 42 of amplification template 40 hybridises to amplification moiety 32 of Locator 
probe 30 (Figure 3a). DNA polymerase activity then causes the extension of amplification 
moiety 32, using extension region 40 as a template strand (Figure 3b). A 5 f double-strand 
specific exonuclease (not shown) then digests the 5* termir|us of the hybridised extension 
region 41. Exonuclease activity is halted when the enzyme encounters exonuclease resistant 
hybridisation region 42 (Figure 3c). Additional amplification template 40 is then able to 
hybridise to extended nucleic acid signal sequence 32 (Figure 3d) and the process of 
extension and exonuclease digestion proceed again to give the arrangement of Figure 3e. 

Having washed the reaction mixture to remove unhybridized amplification template 40, the 
process is then repeated using secondary amplification template 50 comprising extension 
region 51, hybridisation region 52 and amplification moiety 53 (Figure 3f)« Hybridisation 
region 52 is complementary to amplification moiety 43. The steps of extension of 
amplification moiety 43, digestion of extension region 51 and hybridisation of additional 
amplification template 50 then proceed as above v to create the Secondary Structure/This 
incorporates large numbers of amplification moiety 53 which are available for hybridisation 
(Figures 3g-3j). 
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Detection probe 60 comprises signal detection nucleic acid sequence 61 complementary to 
amplification moiety 53, linked to biotin label molecule 62. After hybridisation of Detection 
probe 60 and washing to remove any unhybridized probe, biotin label molecules 62 are 
detected using standard techniques. The result of the detection step is then correlated with 
the presence of target sequence 21. 

As can be seen from Figure 4, there are certain undesirable interactions that are possible 
between for example amplification moiety 32 of Locator probe 30 and extension region 41 
of amplification template 40. Figure 4a shows extension region 41 hybridising to 
amplification moiety 32/ This is then subject to exonuclease activity (Figure 4b) and, 
subsequently, hybridisation region 42 of amplification template 40 is able to hybridise to 
amplification moiety 32. However, since amplification template 40 no longer possesses an 
extension region 41, it is not possible to extend signal nucleic acid sequence 32 and no 
further Primary Structure assembly is possible. 

Example 2 

Figure!! 5 shows pairs of amplification templates used in the method of the second 
embodiment of the present invention. Primary amplification template 70 comprises arranged 
in a 5 ! to 3 1 direction extension region 71, hybridisation region 72 and amplification moiety 
73. Second primary amplification template 80 comprises arranged in a 5 1 to 3 1 direction 
extension region 81 (which has the same sequence as hybridisation region 72), hybridisation 
region 82 (which has the same sequence as extension region 71) and amplification moiety 
73. Extension region 71 and hybridisation region 72 have substantially different sequences, 
such that they will not hybridise the same nucleic acid sequence. The first secondary 
amplification template 90 comprises arranged in a 5 1 to 3 1 direction extension region 91, 
hybridisation region 92 (which is complementary to amplification moiety 73 from the 
previous repeat) and amplification moiety 93. The second secondary amplification template 
100 comprises arranged in a 5 1 to 3 f direction extension region 101 (which has the same 
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sequence as hybridisation region 92), hybridisation region 1 02 (which has the same sequence 
as extension region 91) and amplification moiety 103. Extension region 91 and hybridisation 
region 92 have substantially different sequences, such that they will not hybridise the same 
nucleic acid sequence. Nucleic acid sequences 72, 82, 92. and 102 contain 2 -O-methyl-RNA 
substituted nucleic acid sequences, ensuring that they are resistant to 5' exonuclease activity. 

In practice (Figure 6), target nucleic acid sequence 21 of target molecule 20 is hybridised 
by binding nucleic acid sequence 111 of Locator probe 110. Binding nucleic acid moiety 111 
contains substituted nucleic acids that ensure that it is resistant to 5* exonuclease activity 
(Figure 6a). Hybridisation region 72 of first amplification template 70 then hybridises to 
amplification moiety 1 12 of Locator probe 110 (Figure 6b). Since extension region 71 is 
different to hybridisation region 72 it is unable to hybridise to amplification moiety 1 12. 

DNA polymerase activity then extends the free 3 '-OH end of amplification moiety 1 12 using 
extension region 71 as a template, 5 1 exonuclease activity then digests extension region 71 
(Figure 6c). 

. t • 

At this point it is possible for extension region 71 of amplification template 70 to hybridise 
to extended amplification moiety 1 12 (Figure 6d, top). However, since extension region 71 
is not protected from 5 } exonuclease activity, it is digested, leaving extended amplification 
moiety 1 12 exposed (Figure 6e.l). The remains of partially digested amplification template 
70 (comprising hybridisation region 72 and amplification moiety 73) are unable to hybridise 
to extended amplification moiety 1 12. 

Alternatively (Figure 6d, bottom) hybridisation region 82 of amplification template 80 is 
able to hybridise to extended amplification moiety 112. Amplification moiety 1 12 is then 
further extended by DNA polymerase activity using extension region 81 as a template. 
Extension region 81 is then digested (Figure 6e.2) and assembly of the 
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Primary Structure continues, with hybridisation region 72 of amplification template 70 
hybridising to the extended amplification moiety 1 12. 

After washing to remove unhybridized amplification templates 70 and 80 Secondary 
Structure assembly is then performed using amplification templates 90 and 100. The 
Secondary Structure is then detected and the results of the detection correlated with the 
presence of the target molecule. 

Example 3 

Figure 7 shows an amplification template used in an embodiment of the third embodiment 
of the present invention. Amplification template 120 comprises extension region 121, 
hybridisation region 122 having substantially the same nucleic acid sequence as extension 
region 121 (at least to the extent that they are both able to hybridise the same nucleic acid 
sequence), and amplification moiety 123. Extension region 121 and hybridisation region 122 
each in this example having two restriction sites 130, the restriction sites of extension region 
121 being such that when hybridised to a complementary sequence they are capable of being 
cleaved by restriction endonuclease activity. However, the restriction sites of hybridisation 
region 122 have 2-O-methyl-RNA modified nucleotides such that they are not subject to 
restriction endonuclease activity. 

Signal amplification using the method of the third embodiment of the present invention is 
achieved as shown in Figure 8. Binding nucleic acid sequence 141 of Locator probe 140 
hybridises to target nucleic acid sequence 21 of target molecule 20. The Locator probe 
amplification moiety 142 is complementary to hybridisation region 122 of amplification 
template 120 but has 2-O-methyl-RNA nucleotide substitutions such that it is not subject 
to restriction endonuclease activity. Hybridisation region 122 of amplification template 120 
then hybridises to amplification moiety 142 (Figure 8a), which is then extended by DNA 
polymerase activity using extension region 121 as a template (Figure 8b). At least one of the 
solution phase dNTPs utilised by the polymerase is modified with 2-O-methyl-RNA 
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substitutions such that its incorporation renders the newly synthesised strand resistant to 
restriction endonuclease activity. 

Restriction endonuclease activity then nicks extension region 121. In an isothermal assay 
format the resultant fragments is designed so as to dissociate at the operating temperature 
used. In a thermocycled format the temperature is elevated to allow dissociation of the 
fragments without concomitant dissociation of uncleaved sequences. Additional 
amplification template 120 is then able to hybridise to extended amplification moiety 142 
and the reaction able to proceed to assemble the Primary Structure. Detection or Secondary 
Structure assembly is subsequently carried out by repetition of the same basic processes as 
described above. 

Example 4 

In the fourth embodiment of the present invention (Figure 9), target nucleic acid sequence 
21 of target molecule 20 is hybridised by Binding moiety 151 (which has nucleotide 
modifications to render it resistant to 5* double stranded exonuclease activity when required) 
of Locator probe 1 50 (Figure 9a), Amplification moiety 1 52 is linked to binding nucleic acid 
sequence 151 by extension blocker 153 (a 3 1 propanol addition) such that it has an exposed 
3-OH group. When amplification moiety 152 is acting as the template strand for the 
synthesis of a complementary strand, the extension blocker prevents the progress of any 
DNA polymerase beyond the end of the amplification moiety, thereby preventing the 
displacement of binding moiety 151 from target nucleic acid sequence 21. Once unbound 
Locator probe has been removed, binding moiety 151 is optionally cross-linked to target 
sequence 21 prior to Primary Structure assembly. 

In use, hybridisation region 162 of amplification template 160 hybridises to amplification 
moiety 152 (Figure 9b). Hybridisation region 162 has an exposed 3 '-OH group, as does 
amplification moiety 152, Extension region 163 then acts as a template strand for the 
extension of amplification moiety 152, which in turn acts as a template strand for the 
extension of hybridisation region 161 as far as extension 
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blocker 153 (Figure 9c). 5' double strand exonuclease activity can then digest extended 
amplification template 160 as shown in this example, leaving free extended amplification 
moiety 152 (Figure 9d). Alternatively the amplification templates can be completely 
removed through the use of elevated temperature. Additionally the amplification templates 
can be designed so as to contain modified and unmodified restriction sites that allow 
endonuclease cleavage to remove the extension region of the amplification template only. 

Additional amplification template 1 60 is then able to hybridise to extended amplification 
moiety 152 (Figure 9e) and extension region 162 again able to act as template strand for the 
synthesis of a complementary strand, extending further amplification moiety 152. Similarly, 
amplification moiety 152 is able act as template strand for the extension of hybridisation 
region 161 (Figure 9f). Removal of part or all of the extended amplification template 160 is 
then achieved through 5' exonuclease activity (as in this example), or by elevated 
temperature, or by a restriction endonuclease (Figure 9g, 9h). 

Once amplification moiety 152 has been sufficiently extended, it can be detected by 
hybridisation of Detection probes complementary to the repeats withui the extended strand. 
Alternatively, secondary amplification templates, comprised in the 5-3' direction of 
hybridisation region 162, extension blocker 153, and amplification moiety 173 are 
hybridised to extended amplification moiety 152 (Figures 9i, 9j). The hybridisation region 
can, if required, incorporate modified nucleotides (as in this example) to render it resistant 
to 5* double stranded exonuclease activity* 

Amplification moiety 173 is then used as the target for an additional round of signal 
amplification performed as before using amplification template 1 80 comprised in the 5'-3 f 
direction of hybridisation region 1 8 1 and extension region 1 82 (Figures 9j-9p). A final signal 
detection step is then performed (Figure 9q) which detects the extension region 181 of 
amplification template 1 80. 



WO 00/55365 (: w }-> ffil- PCT/GBOO/00921 

-32- 

Examples 

The various embodiments fabove^ of the invention are modified insofar as extension nucfefc 
acid sequences 41.52.7L8hl21.162 and 182 are provided in the form of a loop motif. As 
a result the nucleotides within the loop motifs are unavailable for hybridisation to 
complementary nucleotides, for example in amplification nucleic acid sequences. 

Thus the loop motifs prevent undesirable hybridisation of the extension nucleic acid 
sequences, the sequences only being exposed when the loop motif is linearised, i.e. by the 
action of a polymerizing agent such as DNA polymerase as it synthesizes a complementary 
strand to the extension nucleic acid sequence. 

Example 6 

Concerted action of T7 gene 6 exonuclease and Klenow (exo-) polymerase. 

CMV-002 (SEQ ED NO: 2), a 24-mer sequence specific for a conserved region in the GlyB 
gene of CMV, was covalently linked to solid phase support and used as the target for the 
Amplification Template SA-EX1 (SEQ ID NO: 3). A Detection Oligonu|leotide SA-B1 
(SEQ ID NO: 4) was designed to hybridise to the site generated by SA-EX1 in combination 
with the concerted action of Klenow (exo-) polymerase and T7 gene 6 exonuclease. 

Nucleotides 1 and 2 of SEQ ID NO: 3 contain phosphorothioate linkages. Nucleotides 20-26 
of SEQ ID NO: 3 are 2*-0-Methyl RNA. Nucleotide 1 of SEQ ID NO: 4 has a biotin label 
attached. All oligos were supplied by Oswel (Southampton UK). 

76 pmoles of SA-EX1 was added to 2mg of CMV-002 support in each of four 0.2 ml 
eppendorf tubes in a total volume of 40 ml of 1 x Klenow (exo-) buffer. Hybridisation was 
allowed to proceed at room temperature for 10 minutes with gentle mixing by inversion at 
1 minute intervals. 
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To tubes A and B, 10 ml of 1 x Klenow buffer containing 10 units of Klenow (exo-) 
polymerase, 100 units of T7 gene 6 exonuclease and 2 ml of a 20mM dNTP mix was added. 
To tube C, 10 ml of the same mixture omitting the polymerase was added, and to tube D, 10 
ml of the mixture, omitting the T7 exonuclease was added. Samples were gently mixed and 
incubated at 37°C for 15 minutes. 

Samples were transferred to bottom fritted DARAS (RTM) columns (Tepnel Medical 
Limited, UK; www.tepnel.com). 1 00 ml of 1 x Sample Buffer (50mM Sodium citrate, 80mM 
Sodium chloride, 8 mM Magnesium chloride, lOmM Tris.HCl pH 8.3) was dispensed 
through each column in triplicate. 

50 ml of 1 x Sample Buffer containing 79 pmoles of SA-B1 was added to each column and 
the column contents mixed by periodic inversion for 10 minutes at room temperature. 
Columns were washed by passage of 100 ml of System Buffer (10 mM Tris.HCl, pH 8.3) 
through each in triplicate. 

The presence of hybridibed SA-B1 oligonucleotide was confirmed using the EDSA1 detect 
protocol on the DARAS (RTM) system. Results are presented in Figure 10 as the slope of 
the signal detected (absorbance change at 490 ran /minute). 

Example 7 

Strand extension by sequential hybridisation. 

CMV-002 (SEQ ID NO: 2) was covalently linked to solid phase support and used as the 
target for the EDSA Amplification oligonucleotide SA-EX1 (SEQ ID NO: 3). A second 
Amplification Oligonucleotide, SA-EX22 (SEQ ID NO: 5), was designed to hybridise to the 
site generated by SA-EX1 through the concerted action of Klenow (exo-) polymerase and 
T7 exonuclease. A Detection oligonucleotide SA-B2 (SEQ 
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ID NO: 6) was designed to hybridise to the site generated by SA-EX22 through the 
concerted action of Klenow (exo-) polymerase and T7 exonuclease. 

Nucleotides 1 and 2 of SEQ ID NO: 5 contain phosphorothioate linkages* Nucleotides 22-27 
of SEQ ID NO: 5 are 2'-0-Methyl RNA. Nucleotide 1 of SEQ ID NO: 6 has a biotin label 
attached. All oligos were supplied by Oswel (Southampton UK). All en2ymes and buffers 
were supplied by Amersham Life Sciences Inc.(UK) 

10 pmoles of SA-EX1 was added to 2mg of CMV-002 support in each of six 0.2 ml 
eppendorf tubes in a total volume of 30 ml of 1 x Klenow (exo-) buffer (50 mMTris-HCl, 
pH 7.5, 10 mM MgC12, 1 mM DTT 50 mg/ml BSA). Hybridisation was allowed to proceed 
at room temperature for 1 0 minutes, with gentle mixing by inversion at one minute intervals. 
The solution phase was removed by aspiration, and 50 ml of 1 x Klenow Buffer added. 
After the beads settled, the upper phase was removed by aspiration. This was repeated two 
more times. 

To tubes A - E, 30 ml of 1 |x Klenow buffer containing 15 units of Klenow (exo-) 
polymerase, 1 00 units of T7 gene 6 exonuclease, 2 ml of a 20mM dNTP mix and 100 pmoles 
of SA-EX22 was added. To tube F, 30 ml of the same mixture omitting both the polymerase 
and the T7 exonuclease was added. Samples were gently mixed and incubated at 37°C for 
30 minutes. 

Samples were transferred to bottom fritted D ARAS (RTM) columns. 100 ml of 1 x Sample 
Buffer (50mM Sodium citrate, 80mM Sodium chloride, 8 mM Magnesium chloride, lOmM 
Tris.HCl pH 8.3) was dispensed through each column in triplicate. 

50 ml of 1 x Sample Buffer containing 1 pmoles of SA-B2 was added to each column and 
the column contents mixed by periodic inversion for 10 minutes at room temperature. 
Columns were washed by passage of 100 ml of System Buffer (10 mM Tris.HCl, pH 8.3 ) 
through each in triplicate. 



WO 00/55365 

The presence of labelled SA-B2 oligonucleotide was confirmed using the EDSA1 detect 
protocol on the DARAS (RTM) system. Results are presented in Figure 1 1 as the slope of 
the signal detected ( absorbance change at 490 run /minute ). 
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CL AtM S 

1 . A method of detecting a target molecule, comprising the steps of: 

i) contacting a sample with a locator probe comprising a binding moiety 
specific for said target molecule and an amplification nucleic acid sequence to produce a 
target molecule-locator probe complex; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating said 
sample and locator probe with: 

a) a single stranded amplification template comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5 1 to 3' direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step 
or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step and having 
substantially the same sequence as said extension nucleic acid sequence; and 

c) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but 
the final repeat to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence. 

b) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3 1 terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a complementary strand 
to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 

c) a separating agent capable of removing sufficient of said 
extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template when hybridised to said 
complementary strand to allow subsequent hybridisation of said hybridisation 
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nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template to said complementary strand; and 

d) the reagents and conditions necessary to effect the action of said 
polymerising agent and separating agent to allow the extension of the 3 f terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step* of the preceding step by the synthesis of a plurality of sequences 
complementary to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 

iii) detecting any bound amplification template from the amplification step 

or steps; and 

iv) correlating the results of detection step (iii) with the presence of said 
target molecule. 

.2. A method for detecting target molecule according to claim 1, the removal of 

said extension nucleic acid sequence being achieved by the use of a 5 1 double stranded 
exonuclease against whose activity the hybridisation nucleic acid sequence is protected. 

3. A method for detecting a target molecule comprising the steps of: 

i) contacting a sample with a locator probe comprising a binding moiety 
specific for said target molecule and an amplification nucleic acid sequence to produce a 
target molecule-locator probe complex; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating said 
sample and locator probe with: 

a) a single stranded first amplification template comprising: 
i) arranged in a 5 f to 3 V direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step 
or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding 
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step and having a substantially different sequence to said extension nucleic acid sequence; 
and 

c) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but 
the final repeat to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence. 

b) a single stranded second amplification template comprising: 

i) arranged in a 5 1 to 3' direction 1 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence comprising 
said hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said first amplification template; 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence comprising 
the extension nucleic acid sequence of said first amplification template; and 

c) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but 
the final amplification step to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

c) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3* terminus of the| 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a complementary strand 
to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said first and second amplification templates; 

d) a separating agent capable of removing sufficient of said 
extension nucleic acid sequence of said first and second amplification templates when 
hybridised to said complementary strand to allow subsequent hybridisation of said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said first and second amplification templates to said 
complementary strand; and 

e) the reagents and conditions necessary to effect the action of said 
polymerising agent and separating agent to allow the extension of the 3' terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by the synthesis of a 
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plurality of sequences complementary to said extension nucleic acid sequences of said first 
and second amplification templates; 

iii) detecting any bound first and/or second amplification template from the 
amplification step or steps; and 

iv) correlating the results of detection step (iii) with the presence of said 
target molecule. 

4. A method of detecting a target molecule according to claim 3, the removal of 
said extension nucleic acid sequence of said first and second amplification templates being 
achieved by the use of a 5 1 double-stranded exonuclease against whose activity said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said first amplification template and said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said second amplification template are protected. 

5. A method for detecting a target molecule comprising the steps of: 

i) contacting a sample with a locator probe comprising a binding moiety 
specific for said target molecule and an amplification nucleic acid sequence to produce a 
target molecule-locator probe complex| said amplification nucleic acid sequence having one 
or more restriction sites for a restriction endonuclease when hybridised to a complementary 
strand; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating said 
sample and locator probe with: 

a) a single stranded amplification template comprising: 
i) arranged in a 5 f to 3* direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step 
or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step and having 
substantially the same sequence as said extension nucleic acid sequence; and 



WO 00/55365 < < ($y PCT/GB00/00921 

-40- 

c) an amplification moiety, being limited in all but 
the final amplification step to a nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3 ! terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a complementary strand 
to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 

c) said restriction endonuclease; and 

d) the reagents and conditions necessary to: 

i) effect the action of said polymerising agent and 
separating agent to allow the extension of the 3 1 terminus of the amplification nucleic acid 
sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no previous amplification step, 
of the preceding step by the synthesis of a plurality of sequences complementary to said 
extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; and 

ii) effect dissociation of nucleic acid strands which have 
been cut by said restriction endonuclease act|vity from uncut complementary strands whilst 
not effecting dissociation of uncut nucleic acid strands from uncut complementary strands; 

iii) detecting any bound amplification template from the amplification step 

or steps; and 

iv) correlating the results of detection step (iii) with the presence of said 
target molecule; 

6. A method according to claim 5, said amplification nucleic acid sequence and 

said hybridisation nucleic acid sequence having nucleotide modifications which prevent 
cleavage by said restriction endonuclease, and said reagents including at least one modified 
nucleotide which, when incorporated into said complementary strand 
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by said polymerising agent, prevent cleavage of said complementary strand by said 
restriction endonuclease. 

7. A method according to claim 5, said hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
having at least one nucleotide modification which prevents cleavage by said restriction 
endonuclease, said restriction endonuclease having single stranded nicking activity only. 

8. A method according to claims 5-7, being performed isothermally. 

9. A method according to claims 5-7, being performed at more than one 
temperature. 

10. A method according to anyone of the preceding claims, the amplification step 
of step (ii) being performed two or more times. 

11. A method for detecting a target molecule comprising the steps of; 

i) contacting a sample with a locator probe comprising: 

a) a binding moiety specific for said target molecule; 

b) an amplification nucleic acid sequence to produce a target 
molecule-locator probe complex; and 

c) optionally comprising a signal moiety being other than a nucleic 

acid sequence; 

ii) producing an amplification structure bound to any complex produced 
in the preceding step by performing one or more times the amplification step of treating said 
complex with: 

a) a single stranded amplification template comprising: 
i) arranged in a 5 1 to 3 f direction: 

a) an extension nucleic acid sequence; and 
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b) a hybridisation nucleic acid sequence 
complementary to the amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step 
or, where there is no previous amplification step, of the preceding step and having 
substantially the same sequence as said extension nucleic acid sequence; and 

ii) optionally comprising at least one signal moiety being 
other than a nucleic acid sequence; 

b) a polymerising agent capable of extending the 3' terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by synthesising a complementary strand 
to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; 

c) a separating agent capable of removing sufficient of said 
extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template when hybridised to said 
complementary strand to allow subsequent hybridisation of said hybridisation nucleic acid 
sequence of said amplification template to said complementary strand; 

d) the reagents and conditions necessary to effect the action of said 
polymerising agent and separating agent to allow the extension of the 3* terminus of the 
amplification nucleic acid sequence of the previous amplification step or, where there is no 
previous amplification step, of the preceding step by the synthesis of a plurality of sequences 
complementary to said extension nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template; and 

iii) optionally repeating one or more times the steps of treating the products 
of the previous repeat or, where there is no previous repeat, the products of step (ii) with: 

a) a separating agent capable of removing the remainder of said 
hybridisation nucleic acid sequence of said amplification template of the previous repeat or 
step (ii) when hybridised to said complementary strand; 

b) an additional locator probe comprising: 

i) a hybridisation nucleic acid probe specific to said 
complementary strand of the previous repeat or step (ii); 
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